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Upcoming Events 
Dripsey Social  

Dripsey 
GAA will 
hold their 
Community 
Social/

Presentation & Awards 
Night on February 19th in 
the Lee Valley Golf and 
Country Club at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are only €10 but 
must be purchased prior 
to the event. For further 
information and tickets 
contact Conor Corkery. 
 

 
Aghinagh 
Macra are 
holding a 
Table Quiz 
on Friday 

the 19th of February at 
The Laine Bar Ballinagree 
at 8.30pm to raise fund 
for the club. €20 for a ta-
ble of 4 and there will be a 
raffle also on the night  
 
Race Night  
Parish National 
Schools Race 
Night, Saturday 
March 5th  in 
GAA Hall Coachford at 
9,00pm 
 
Quiz 

Table Quiz in aid 
of the Hope Foun-
dation. Friday 
March 18th 
 

 
Theatre 
Coachford 
Players pre-
sents ‘Many 
Young Men of Twenty’ by 
John B. Keane from April 
2nd to April 5th  

Runners and Riders almost ready 
A huge amount of preparation is being put in place for 
the first ever Tri school race night being held on Satur-
day March 5th in Coachford GAA Hall. The Race Night 
in aid of the three National Schools in Aghabullogue 
Parish promises to be a fantastic night of fun and a 
chance to enjoy a night at the races surrounded by 
friends and family. “ Everyone can be a Racehorse 
owner for the night for only €20 and at the same time 
help to raise much needed funds for the Aghabullogue 
Coachford and Rylane national Schools. We will have a 
full bar and band for this adult only race night. We hope 
that the after race craic will be just as good as the races 
itself and we expect dancing to continue well into the 
night.” Said Martina Casey Secretary of the fundraising 
committee. Opportunities to advertise in the race book-
let are still available and those who wish support the 
committee’s work should contact Martina on 087 027 10831. 

National School builds first Ro-
bot 
The 5th and 6th class pupils from Coach-
ford NS  designed and built a robot and 
programmed it to do a series of difficult 
tasks for the EMC VEX robotics competi-
tion in CIT. This two day competition 
measured schools in their technical ability, 
teamwork, project research, robotic con-
struction and programming. Coachford 
were placed second in the programming 
category last Thursday and fourth overall 
in the competition on Friday. Speaking at 
the event, Chairperson of the Parents As-

sociation, Sandra Healy said “This was a tremendous result as it was their first year entering. 
The children under the superb guidance of Mr.Horan were a credit to the school and their 
parents. Today at CIT we were looking at our future Engineers, IT specialists and maybe As-
tronauts but definitely children who understood and enjoyed teamwork. The school is always 
looking to the future and understands how important events like these are to the children as 
they prepare for second level education and life in the 21st century.” 

Dripsey ambush  
The Donoughmore Historical Society is hosting a slide show 
presentation on the East Muskerry volunteers era and the Drip-
sey Ambush 1921 story at the Community Centre in Stuake on 
Thursday February 11th next. The show, being presented by Tim 
O'Brien, will focus on the formation and growth of the Irish 
Volunteer movement in areas such as Donoughmore, Court-
brack and Inniscarra; the preparation for the ambush; the cap-
ture of ten men and the execution of five of them following a 
court martial at Victoria Barracks in Cork; the construction of a 
memorial monument at Dripsey and subsequent key commemo-
rations. 
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ACR Heritage (Heritage Committee of Aghabullogue Coachford Rylane Community 
Council) intends to hold 1916 Rising/Easter Week 1916 commemorative presentations 
during April 2016, and mark events of local relevance. Details to follow closer to the time. 
We would also like to commemorate individuals from our parish and environs, involved in 
this period of Irish history, or actively participating in organisations (Irish Volunteers, 
Cumann na mBan, etc.) during the years leading up to the 1916 Rising. Particularly wel-
come are details, documentation and items of interest, which will of course be returned 
where appropriate. We can be contacted by email at acrheritage@gmail.com , by phoning 
Doug Lucey at 086-0456554 or Matt Martin at 086-3950061 Thank you. 

1916—2016 

Following a special meeting of the Aghabullogue, Coachford Rylane Community Council last week it was agreed to draft this letter to you to 
make our community aware of unresolved and pressing issues which have been raised to our local politicians over the last number of months 
and years. 
Below is a list of issues in each area that need urgent attention. We would encourage you to raise these items with those seeking your support 
as they canvass our community between now and Election Day. As a community we need to work together to get these issues resolved. It is 
important that those seeking the role of representing us are made aware what is expected of them if they get elected by us to Dail Eireann. 

      Aghabullogue 
 Applied for two grants to get one extra class room and an additional toilet for the main class room. Awaiting approval for 

this development. 
 Erection of street lighting in the vicinity of the hall and within the boundaries of the Welcome to Aghabullogue signs. 

                                   Coachford 
 Work must begin immediately on upgrading the Inadequate sewerage facilitates which are hindering development. 
 Flooding issues in the village must be addressed. 
 Promised Footpath from Fr.Sheehan place to the National School to be installed. 
 Access to the two schools to be made safer by removing the dangerous corner at the junction near Dairygold. 
 Widening and resurfacing of the R619 road between Coachford and Peak.      

                            Rylane 
 Completion of the public footpath. 
 Repairs and upgrading of the water pipes in the village area 
 Upgrading of Public lighting in the area and new public lighting for the around the school and hall. 
 Improved road signage for the Convent cross and lower cross in Mountrivers as well as proper road markings. 
 Implementation of weight restrictions for Sean’s Lane. 
 
Finally the roads across the community and parish are in a terrible state of disrepair as a result of lack of investment over the 

years. 
Despite promises from politicians of investing in rural communities and speeches of how the fabric of rural Ireland is impor-

tant to them we belive unless we get a firm commitment from our representatives in the new Government on delivering 
on the issues listed above our community will suffer and will stagnate. If there is no growth our schools and businesses 
will be unable to thrive and we must not allow that to happen. 

Please do your best to get a firm commitment from the canvassers that they will work for our community. 

Letter to voters in the 2016 General Election  from the Community Council 

Cork County PPN  
Cork County Public Participation Network (PPN) is the 
main link through which Community 
& Voluntary groups, Environment groups & Social In-
clusion groups can interact with Cork 
County Council and participate in policy-making struc-
tures and committees of Council. Registration for 2016 
is now open again and groups can register on https://
www.surveymonkey.com/r/RegisterPPN2015-2016 . To 
see a list of groups that are already registered with Cork 
County PPN click see http://www.corkcoco.ie/co/
pdf/135631205.pdf 

Update on LEADER Funding 
Funding is reduced considerably compared with the previous 
programme. The Deptof the Environment has allocated Cork 
County a budget of €13.9m up to 2020. Cork County Council 
is committing to provide up to €3.5m of Council monies to 
support communities over the period of the programme. 
New programme delivery arrangements are expected to be 
put in place in parts of the county which will see the Coun-
cil’s Local Community Development Committees take re-
sponsibility for managing and delivering LEADER in part-
nership with the local development companies. (IRD Duhal-
low for this area) It is expected that the LEADER pro-
gramme will commence by summer 2016. 
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Tributes paid to Founder of  Festival 
The Broomhill Vintage Club held their Annual General Meeting last week. The 
meeting was opened by outgoing Chairman and founder, Tadgh Murphy. Club 
Secretary, Peter Dineen presented his report to those present. The finances of the 
club were laid out by treasurer, Conor O’Riordan. The election of officers then 
took place. Current Chairman declared that it was his wish to step down so  a new 
Chairperson, Jeremiah O’Sullivan was elected. Many tributes to outgoing Chair-
man, Tadgh Murphy were made. He was thanked for his six years service to the club, his vision on 
starting and driving the Coachford Autumn Festival and his enthusiasm for the All Ireland Tractor 

Building competition. “Tadgh was responsible for starting this club and it was his ongoing in what we could achieve as a 
Vintage Club that has brought us to where we are today. His visits to various festivals in the West of Ireland prompted 
him to try and start one here in Coachford and after gathering a small team of enthusiastic people around him he organ-
ised the first one in 2010 and has brought it from strength to strength each year since. His management of the Tractor 
Building team has helped to bring three All Ireland titles to the locality, something that no other organisation in the par-
ish can boast of. We as a club and as people are very fortunate to have you as the person who started, built and ensured 
this club has a very strong foundation going forward” said Jeremiah O’Sullivan. The dates were fixed for the Spring 
Vintage Run and the Autumn Festival. The Vintage Run will take place on Sunday April 17th while the dates for the 
much anticipated Festival are Thursday August 18th to Sunday  August 21st. 

 

The Aghinagh Comhaltas and the  Coachford Atelier Art Group 
presented a  €3,055 cheque to Ann O’Mahony of Marymount Hos-
pice Charity  last weekend at a very enjoyable function in O’Cal-
laghan’s Bar from the sale of their very beautiful 2016 art calen-
dar.  The beautiful calendar featured an original piece of art and the 
calendar was sold in local shops and markets in the area as well as 
in the Marymount charity shop. The Coachford Flower club  used 
the opportunity to also make a presentation to the charity from a 
raffle they held in December. They presented Marymount with a 
cheque for €500. Following the presentation Aghinagh Comhaltas 
entertained those present with some wonderful music and singing.  
The organisers would like to thank most sincerely all those who 
purchased the calendars, the artists and their families who donated 
their art and Eileen Martin and Patrick O’Callaghan  and their staff 
who were such excellent hosts for the Cheque presentation 

Artists and florists donate  IRD Duhallow Warmer Homes Scheme 
Free Insulation Service 

Save up to 50% on your heating bills by insulating your 
home 

The Better Energy Warmer Homes Scheme (BEWHS) ad-
ministered by the Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland 
(SEAI), funds energy efficiency improvements which pro-
vide free energy upgrades in homes built before 2006 to 
make them more comfortable, healthier and cheaper to 
run.  IRD Duhallow Warmer Homes Scheme provides 
this service in your area. You or a family member could be 
eligible for this scheme. The upgrades are free to owner 
occupied householders in receipt of any ONE of the fol-
lowing benefit payments: 

·         Fuel Allowance OR  
·         Family Income Support OR  
·         Job Seekers Allowance for over six months 

and with a child under 7 years of age  
For more information call IRD Duhallow on 

029-60633 
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General Election 2016 
There will be at least 12 candidates looking for votes in the 
Cork North West Constituency on February 26th. Some of 
those standing are well known to us others not so. If you wish 
to engage with them as they canvass our area then please take 
note of the appeal from the ACR Community Council printed 
elsewhere in this newsletter.  It is very important that we who 
have a vote exercise it on February 26th and at least then we 
can claim to have had a say in the next Government.  However 
before you vote you should investigate how each candidate, if 
elected, will effect your life and the life of our rural community. 
There are many issues that will effect our lives here in Coach-
ford over the next few years. The Community Council have 
listed the more pressing ones  but items like access to  proper 
High Speed Broadband, rural crime, protection of basic services 
such as Posts office and Garda Barracks should also be high on 
your list when choosing who to give your precious vote to. 

Fine Gael 
Aine Collins, Michael 
Creed  

Fianna Fáil 
Aindrias Moynihan, Mi-
chael Moynihan 

Sinn Féin Nigel Dennehy 

Green Party Cormac Manning 

Independents/ Others  

Shirley Griffin, Michael 
O'Donnell, Diarmuid 
O’Flynn, Steven 
O’Riordan,  

John Paul O’Shea 

Renua Ireland Jason Fitzgerald  

Are you Registered to Vote? 
 
If  you're planning to vote, and it's something 
you're really encouraged to do, you need to 
check you're on the register. Even if  you've 
voted before, it's worth just making sure as 
sometimes names can fall off. 
The quickest way to check is by logging on to  
http://www.checktheregister.ie/  
The Register of  Electors is available at Garda 
Stations, Libraries, Post Offices  
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You need never go hungry again! 
From nest Saturday, February 13th, O'Riordan's Bar will be offering a full lunch menu 
from 12pm to 5pm every Saturday in their new dining area, The Muskerry Room.  The 
focus will be on good  home cooked food served from their newly refurbished and 
HSE approved kitchen. The menu will include Roast Beef, Bacon & Cabbage, Fish 
Cakes and Pasta Carbonara dishes. Proprietor Pat O’Riodan said “ This is a new ven-
ture for O’Riordan’s and one that we are very excited about. We have  a lot of people 
looking for food during the day and following a recent investment in the premises we 
now can cater for this market. The village and the area need a place where people can 
enjoy a good  lunch in a friendly atmosphere. We will also be offering soup and sand-
wiches during the week and we will of course continue to serve our famous full Irish  
breakfast  every Saturday and Sunday morning. Later in the Spring we will be able to 
offer a full range of Coffees and Scones .”   All the meat for the new restaurant is 
from Twomey Butchers Macroom and is all sourced locally. The management  have 
also given a nod to the past by naming one of their sandwiches after the famous Agh-
abullogue  All Ireland Winning Hurling Team who captured the title in 1890. The new 
dining area should be a welcome addition to the variety of services that the  village has 
to offer. 

Aghabullogue Camogie AGM 
The Annual General Meeting of Aghabullogue Camogie Club will take place on Satur-
day February 13th in the GAA Complex Coachford at 7pm. Everyone is welcome es-
pecially parents of underage players. 

Congratulations!!! 
Ellie Dineen from Coachford National 
School was chosen as one of Ireland’s best 
young painters for her entry to the Sightsav-
ers Junior Painters of the Year Awards 
2016.  Ellie’s painting entitled ‘Imagine 2030: 
Boom! Bang! Crash!’ was  inspired by this 
year’s theme ‘Imagine 2030’ and Ellie was 
the  regional winner in the 5th/6th class cate-
gories. Competition was as tough as ever 

with thousands of children from over 200 primary schools across the country entering 
this hugely popular annual art competition. Ellie is one of the 15 finalists chosen to 
have their painting displayed at an awards ceremony in Dublin in early April where the 
overall national winners will be announced.  

Coachford Players to bring 
Keane’s classic to the stage 
Coachford Players are busy rehears-
ing for their 2016 Spring produc-
tion. The group will perform John 
B Keane’s classic ‘Many Young 
Men of Twenty’ from April 2nd to April 5th. The drama, one of the 
Kerry play -writers finest is full of humour and song while dealing 
with the very sad and heart wrenching tale of emigration. The cast of 
13 under the direction of Anthony Greene are determined to do 
Keane’s play justice when they perform it in the Coachford GAA 
Hall in April.  

Contact us 
Do you have a news item, an 
event you want to bring to 
peoples attention, a family or 
sporting photograph or even 
an advert? then why not email 
coachfordnews@gmail.com for 
publication in this monthly 
newsletter or on the Coachford 
News website . 

Danny Herlihy, Ciaran O’Connell and Daniel Leahy with the Robot 
they and their  Coachford National School class mates built to compete 
in the EMC VEX robotics competition 
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Coachford College teams continue to 
advance 
Congratulations to the  Coachford College Junior 
A Camogie team who have qualified for the All 
Ireland Semi Final by defeating Clare representa-
tives St. Josephs Secondary School Tulla by 2.06 to 
1.03 in the Munster Final . The Senior Hurling 
team have qualified for the Munster final having 
seen off  Salesian College Pallaskenry  by 2.14 to 
1.06 and they now play either Blarney or Carrick 
on Suir in the Final. 

The Aghabullogue GAA Scor na n Óg quiz team came third in the All 
Ireland Final last weekend. The four team members, Aodhán Healy, 
Marc Dineen,Tom Long and  Paul Ring   were representing their club 
and County in the Final of Traith na gCeist  held in Killarney on Satur-
day. 26 counties competed and Cork were in joint lead with Kerry and 
Cavan going into round 8. However some difficult music questions 
proved to be the boys downfall and they finished round 10 with a total 
score of 76 points out of 80. Cavan were second with a total of 77 
marks while the winners, the Spa club from Kerry emerged victorious 
with a terrific score of 78 points. The quiz team were awarded bronze 
medals for coming third.  

Soccer Fixtures 
Killanardrish/Coachford under 15s travel East to Cobh on 
Saturday to take on Springfield Ramblers at 1.30pm in the 
league. The adult Premier team, who have yet to play a game 
in 2016 due to adverse weather are hoping that this weekend 
will provide an opportunity for them to play their first game 
of the year when they play Glenthorn Celtic away on Saturday 

Feile Peil Na Nog  is coming to 
Coachford 
Aghabullogue GAA has been chosen as one of the Host 
Clubs for the 2016 Feile Peil Na Nog  All Ireland compe-
tition. The football festival takes place from June 24th to 
June 26th and sees over 5,000 players (Boys and Girls) 
Under 14 years participating. Players families from the 
Aghabullogue club will host players from another qualify-
ing club  for the weekend . The tournament will be 
played in clubs across North/West Cork, Kerry and West 
limerick and will bring an extra 70,000 people into the 
area. 

Aghabullogue GAA honoured their very successful under age 
teams of 2015 recently. The Camogie players, hurlers and Football-
ers were all honoured at the Annual Juvenile medal Presentation 
where  guest of honour Cork Superstar, Rena Buckley presented 
the medals to the players on the successful teams. The club also 
paid tribute to Willie Barrett who served the club as player, selec-
tor, trainer, coach and Chairman down through the years but it was 
his career as a referee that was singled out for special mention on 
the night.Pride of place at the club’s event went to the Under 16 
hurlers who won every competition that they could in 2015. The 
lads won the East Region League and Championship and the 
County League and Championship titles. The club Chairman and 
team coach, Denis Ring said , “this team were a pleasure to train, 
they would do whatever was asked of them. They understood the 
game but were always willing to learn. Added to this the lads 
went and won the East Region and County  League football titles. 
The club is immensely proud of them and their achievements and 
we look forward to 2016.” 

Aghabullogue honours its future stars 


