
Broomhill Vintage club would like to thank everyone 
for their support of this year’s Coachford Autumn Fes-
tival. The festival was very successful and each of the 
events went off smoothly. We did have a few drops of 
rain on Sunday but despite this huge numbers of peo-
ple, especially from around the Caochford area, came 
out to support and take part in the festival. Your pres-
ence and support was greatly appreciated. We would 
like to thank those who took part in the various events 
such as the singing competitions, Road Race and the 
events on Sunday. We would like to pay a special thanks 
to the army of volunteers who helped us out through-
out the four days of the festival. We would also like to 
thank the sponsors. Without their assistance we would 

find it extremely difficult to organise the event. Again this year the GAA were great support-
ers and partners and we thank them for putting the superb facilities at our disposal. We’d also 
like to thank the O’Donoghue family and Dairygold for their continued support and the use 
of their land and  premises and O Donovan Engineering for their continued  support. We 
hope to be in a position over the next few weeks to confirm how much we have raised this 
year and  to donate this to Suicide Aware and local charities. 
 
Class of 2015 
 
Coachford College welcomed 114 new first year students through its doors on Monday.  This 
is one of the highest numbers of first years at the college  in years and is seen as huge vote of 
confidence in the way the school is being run. Coachford College continues to be one of the 
best second level schools in the county and this is borne out by the superb results that the 
Leaving Certificate students are achieving every year. The new students come from all around 
the area from the feeder schools in  Aghabullogue, Rylane, Canovee, Cloughduv, Rusheen, 
Bealnamorrive, Coachford, Donoughmore, Dripsey, Berrings and Farran. Coachford Col-
lege  has  now over 600 pupils. 
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Alarms 
Elderly per-
sons with-
out a fire 
alarm and/or carbon 
monoxide alarms in their 
homes should contact 
Coachford Care of the 
Aged on 087 7940011 to 
arrange a free installation. 

 

€5000 reason to play the 
Lotto 
The Coachford AFC 
weekly Lotto has risen to 
€5,000 . Tickets are only 
€2 each and can be 
bought in the shops and 
Pubs in the village or from 
any committee member. If 
you’re not in you can’t win 
Next week’s draw takes 
place in O’Callaghan’s Bar 
on Monday night 
 

Active Retirement 
The Coachford Active 
Retirement Association 
meet every  Thursday at 
10.30am in the GAA Hall. 
New members will be 
made very welcome. For 
more information please 
contact Vonnie at 021 
7334462 or Ber on 021 
7334284 
 

Music 
Aghinagh 
Comhaltas 
will hold en-
rolment 
classes in the 
Community 
House Coach-
ford on September 8 from 
6pm to 7pm. Tuition in 
Tin Whistle, Fiddle and 
Banjo available. Enquires 
to Grace on 7334154 or 
Nancy on 7334298. 

Coachford 
Foróige are look‐
ing for volunteer 
leaders to help 

out with The Foróige Youth 
Group. If you think you would like 
to help out please  come along to 
the Leaders Meeting on Monday  
(Sept 7th)at 8pm in the Commu‐
nity House   or contact Peter on 
086 8030086 for further informa‐
tion.  

The Candidates for the Gen-
eral Election in March are 
already on the campaign trail. 
Whenever an opportunity 
arises please demand that they 
commit to sorting out the 
sewage and water issues in 
Coachford so that  our village 
can grow. Remember, they are 
seeking your vote in order to 
represent you. Make sure they 
earn it! 



Local Development Strategy (LDS) LEADER 2015-2020 
The West Cork Development Partnership are inviting members of the community to a  Public 
Consultation meeting in the Riverside Park Hotel in Macroom on Tuesday September 8  at 
7.30pm to learn about the new LEADER programme and to have your say as to what you think 
should be the priority objectives and actions to be delivered. The inputs and observations con-

tributed during the consultation process will form the basis for the final content of the LDS and therefore guide the de-
livery of the LEADER programme. 
 
Happy Birthday Henry 
The life and times of Henry 
Leader were celebrated on Au-
gust 29th as part of the Na-
tional Heritage Week . The 
Heritage Committee of Agh-
abullogue Coachford Rylane 
Community Council organised 
a field trip to Clonmoyle 
House & Aqueduct, to cele-
brate the bicentenary of the 
birth of Henry Nash Leader; 
family man, farmer, innovative engineer and forgotten philanthropist. The history of Clonmoyle House was fascinating 
but it was a great shame to see this once beautiful mansion now in ruins and hidden away in beautiful Clonmoyle.  The 

very enjoyable  day concluded  with a visit to the aqueduct and viewing this mar-
vellous feat of engineering was a great way to end this terrific day. The speaker at 
the event was local historian Joan Hinchion. This was a superb field trip full of 
stories  and facts about Henry Leader, his ancestors and descendants and all 
those whose lives he touched. The event was made all the more special by the 
tremendous delivery of the facts by Joan, She is just not a historian, she is a story 
teller full of wit and fun  and she transported the very large crowd back in time to 
the Napoleonic wars and Ireland during the famine years  and brought the his-
tory of the local area to life in a very enjoyable and informative way. All those in 
attendance are looking forward to her next talk. 

 
 
Coachford premises closes  
Breathnach’s Bar and Cronin’s Gala Supermarket n Coachford closed its doors last 
Sunday night. The sudden closure has sent shockwaves through the community 
and many cannot believe that the oldest businesses in the village has ceased trad-
ing. The shop and pub in the heart of the village has been in the Burke/Walsh 
family for generations. First operating as Burkes Hotel in the 1800s and in later 
years trading as Walsh’s Bar, the business was then taken over by Colm and Mary 
Cronin who ran the Pub and shop for the last 16 years. The pub recently featured 
in the RTE series  “At Your Service” hosted by Frances and John Brennan. “ It’s 
like a death in the village seeing this business close” said Community Council 
member, Peter Dineen.  “ we are devastated at its loss. Our hearts go out to Mary 
and Colm and Tom Walsh and all the staff. This pub and supermarket were well 
run and it’s sad to see it closed. The huge pressures facing many rural businesses are forcing business owners into having 
to take very difficult and painful decisions about their future. We wish all involved the very best of luck in the future. 
Our village needs an influx of families to sustain and grow the area. The new sewage scheme is vital to this plan and I 
would again appeal to politicians and Irish Water to progress this scheme as speedily as possible. In the meantime 
Coachford remains open for business and is still a strong vibrant community with loads to offer visitors and locals. We 
look forward to seeing this iconic premises on the main street reopening for business again in the near future and when 
it does it, and all the other businesses in the area must be supported. If we don’t use the village we’ll lose the village”. 
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Fishing 
Anglers from the UK, Holland France and Ire-
land have descended on Coachford to take part 
in the biggest fishing festivals of the year. The 
festivals began last weekend and will run for 23 
days. The match fishing will incorporate a num-
ber of local fishing festivals. Each festival is 
expected to attract up to 50 anglers and the 
fishing takes place all along the reservoir from 
Dripsey to Carrigadrohid. This festival is a huge 
boost to the local economy and is responsible 
for all the local guest houses being very busy 
and the local pubs and shops enjoying extra 
business at this time of year.. O’Callaghan’s Bar 
acted as hosts  for the first week and sponsored 
the Celtic trophy which was won by Englishman, 
Alastair  Ogilvy with a catch of  44.75kg. 

 
 

Pub Patrons fundraise for Marymount. 
A fundraiser held in O’Riordan’s Bar Coachford raised €1,650 
for Marymount Hospice. The ‘Music for Marymount’ fundraiser 
was held in the bar in May and was headlined by the fabulous 
‘Sea Captains’ 5 piece band and a great night was enjoyed by all 
present. Customers put their hands in their pockets and donated 
very generously to this very worthy cause. 

 
 
 

 
Look who got Hitched! 
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Eileen Martin of O’Callaghan’s Bar presenting 
the Celtic Trophy to winner, Alastair Ogilvy 

Local Angler and ILTD 
member, Pete Turner with 
his very impressive catch 

Pat O’Riordan (O’Riordan’s Bar Coachford) , Anne O’Mahony 
(Marymount Hospice), Ronnie Morley (Sea Captains), and Loretto 
O’Riordan (O’Riordan’s Bar Coachford) at the cheque presentation 
from the ‘Music for Marymount’  fundraiser held in O’Riordan’s 
Bar.  

Congratulations to John Hogan  Lakefield Coachford and Lauren Cal-
laghan from Cardiff who got married in Wales in June. The couple have 
returned to their home and  jobs in Australia but promise to return soon 

Congratulations to Nigel Dennehy Rylane and Shelly Shine 
Canovee who got married in Rosscarbery  in August. They en-
joyed  a short break  away before Nigel was back hitting the 
campaign trail for next year’s General Election 



 
Glamour and Glitz 
The Debutantes and Graduates of Coachford  College enjoyed a tremendous night in the Vienna Woods Hotel recently as they celebrated the end 
of their second level education and are now embarking on the next phase of their lives. Over 150 debs and grads descended on the village of 
Coachford to meet up prior to the dinner and also to show off their style to each other and the large group of family and friends who turned up to 
witness all the glitz and glamour. The students were also celebrating the excellent leaving certificate results  that they received from Coachford 
College. The college has once again enjoyed terrific results in all subjects and has reaffirmed itself as one of the leading educational facilities in the 
county. 
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Festival Pics 
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Champions! 
The Aghabullogue under 16 hurlers 
captured the Rebel Og A county 
championship title by defeating Cour-
cey Rovers on a score line of 2.13 to 
0.12. Aghabullogue were in control for 
most of the game and their goals came 
at vital times. The hurlers have en-
joyed a successful year by capturing 
the East Region title  a few weeks ago. 
Best for the boys in green and white 
were Shane Tarrant, Paul Ring and 
Tadgh O’Brien Bradley. Captain Tom 
Long thanked the coaches and his fel-
low players in his acceptance speech 
which was delivered, unusually for a 
16 year old, ‘as gaeilge’. 

 
Time to get fit 
CM Fitness Nutrition & Sports Rehab are about to being a six week  ‘get fit’ 
schedule.  The programme involves walking and jogging, following a diet plan 
and they’ll even check your Body Age through a Tanita Body Analysis. If 
you’d like to find out more, contact Ciara Murphy on  085 762 2387  or find 
them on Facebook. 

Coming soon.... Coachford AFC 
Premier League Last Man Standing 
Competition.The competition starts 
towards the end of September to 
give people a chance to study the 
form and to allow all the deadline 
day signings a chance to settle in 

with their new clubs!!Same rules apply as last year. €10 entry fee, pick one 
Premier League team to win each week (each team can only be used once), if 
your pick doesn't win you are eliminated and we carry on until we are left 
with the Last Man (or Woman) Standing. Prize depends on number of en-
trants but last year the prize was a massive €400!  Email cafclastmanstand-
ing@gmail.com  if you are interested and you will be notified of the start date 
or text 0834564335, please include your full name in your first contact 
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Well done to Robert O’Keeffe 
Fergus, Coachford who won 
the prestigious Tralee Golf 
Club’s Intermediate Scratch 
Cup. He is pictured here re-
ceiving the trophy from the 
Rose Of Tralee, Elysha Bren-
nan  in one of her first official 
functions as the new Rose 


