
It’s Festival Time 
Coachford Autumn Festival will take place this 
year from Thursday August 13th to Sunday Au-
gust 16th. The family friendly festival organised 
by Broomhill Vintage Club, is now in its sixth 
year and has to date raised over €34,000 for Sui-
cide Aware and local charities while at the same 
time providing a superb holiday festival for 
families. The festival has a huge number of events over the four days which will appeal to all ages. 
According to Tadgh Murphy, Chairman of the Vintage club “ Our festival has gone from strength to 
strength over the last few years. We have been very fortunate to have some very generous sponsors 
and supporters and without their help this festival would be impossible to stage”. The first event of 
the 2015 festival is the Junior Voice competition. This singing contest is open to everyone under 16 
and is free to enter. The contest takes place in the Coachford GAA complex from 8.30pm. 
 
The third running of the Coachford 5 Mile Road Race begins at 7.00pm on Friday August 14th. Regis-
tration is from 5.30pm . “Five miles is a great distance to test runners and this route is a great one for 
all levels of athletes” said, Ciara Murphy of CM Fitness and Nutrition & Sports Rehab.. “There are a 
lot of runners now doing 5k every week so this five mile run is an excellent way to extend your fitness 
and endurance levels” added Ciara. The race is also open to walkers. . From 8.30pm a children’s Open 
Air Disco takes place  in the village. 
 
On Saturday the annual High Nelly Bicycle Run takes to the road at 5.00pm and anyone who has ac-
cess to an old High Nelly or bone shaker is welcome to enter this free event. Registration for the run 
takes place at the GAA complex from 5.00pm. A beautiful array of dogs will strut their stuff at the 
dog show from 7.00pm on Saturday and all types of dogs are invited to come along to the show. 
There are prizes in a range of categories including best dressed dog. Contestants in the ‘Adult Voice of 
the Festival’ take to the stage at 9.00pm. The singers and groups will perform for the judges and mem-
bers of the audience who will vote for their favourite.  This promises to be a great night’s entertain-
ment full of fantastic singing and wonderful talent. 
Sunday is the main event of the festival and all activities take place at the GAA grounds in Coachford. 
The day is packed with events and sideshows. The Classic and Vintage Car and Tractor display will 
feature a celebration of the Mark ll Ford Escort whose 40th anniversary occurs this year. Sheep racing, 
Cross Bar Challenge, Egg Throwing, Dunk Tank, Model Toy Show, Trade Stands, Face painting, Chil-
dren’s Sports and Balloon Modeller are just some of the events at this year’s Sunday Show. The first 
ever running of ‘The Fittest Family Challenge’ will see families of four working to complete an obsta-
cle course in the quickest time to win the Festival Trophy 
 
“Our festival is great fun and is well supported by all around the community and beyond. We have 
focussed on creating something that can be enjoyed by the very young to the not so young and every-
one in between. We are very proud that we also raise some much needed funds for our main charity, 
Suicide Aware and for local ones like Macroom Community Hospital, Coachford Tidy Towns and 
Care of the Aged.” Says, Kieran Doherty PRO. 
 
Festival Raffle 
The organisers of the Festival have put together 
some fantastic cash prizes and a Holiday Voucher as 
part of this year’s festival raffle. The first prize is a 
whopping €500 in cash, second prize will get you 
a  €300  holiday Voucher and third prize is  a cool 
€150. Fourth prize is another cash prize of €150 . 
Win all four prizes and you could have a very lovely 
holiday abroad with loads of spending money. Win 
one of them and you still get a superb prize. Tickets 
for these superb prizes are only €2 each and you can 
get three of these precious draw tickets for €5. The 
number of tickets is limited so don’t delay in getting 
yours. 
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Laying siege to Carrig 
Castle 

 
The Carrigadrohid Tidy 
Towns group are organis-
ing another novel event as 
part of National Heritage 
Week . A re-enactment of 
the siege of Carrigadrohid 
Castle in 1650 AD will 
take place on Sunday Au-
gust 23rd at 3pm. Every-
one is invited and visitors 
are encouraged to dress up 
in costumes from this pe-
riod and others down 
through the ages. There 
will also be a village mar-
ket in Carrigadrohid and 
refreshments will also be 
available. The wonderfully 
talented Aghinagh Com-
haltas will provide the mu-
sical entertainment. It 
promises to be a great day 
out and really should not 
be missed. 
 
Singing Stars 
The Junior Voice of the 
Festival  which takes place 
on Thursday August 13th 
in the GAA Hall Coach-
ford promises to be a 
great night’s entertain-
ment. Young stars of the 
future will sing their hearts 
out to entertain the 
crowds and try and per-
suade the judges to pick 
them as the winners. This 
night of musical entertain-
ment begins at 8.30pm 
and tickets can be pur-
chased on the door for 
only €5. 



Nelly’s on the Run 
The Annual Coachford High Nelly Run takes place this Saturday 
as part of the Coachford Autumn Festival. Bicycle enthusiasts 
from all over the county will gather in the Village at 5pm to take 
part in the run celebrating the iconic High Nelly bicycle. Registra-
tion for the run takes place at 5pm and the cyclists will pedal their 
way to Peake and Dripsey before returning to the village. The 
bikes, dating from the 1920s, are a real challenge to cycle as they 
possess no gears and their brakes are far from the reliable ones on 
modern bikes. Conor O’Riordan, of the Broomhill Vintage Club 
said “ The run is first and foremost a celebration of these gor-
geous bikes. It’s great fun and many of the cyclists dress up in the 
fashion of the year their bike was manufactured so we could have 
men dressed in the 195o’s suits and women in miniskirts of the 
1960’s. We also stop for refreshments along the way so all in all 
it’s a great evening out.” Registration is free and everyone with a 
High Nelly is welcome to Coachford on Saturday August 15th. 

 
 
 

Coachford Text Alerts 
Community text alerts are sent by An Garda Siochána, 
giving a “heads up” about potential criminal threats, 
actual recent criminal activity or, perhaps, should an 
occasion arise, a missing  child or elderly person. Many 
people who wish to avail of Text Alerts  are unaware of 
how to join the network. Application Forms to become 
part of the text alert network are now available at 
Cooney’s shop and Filling Station, Coachford, Cremin’s 
Shop, Aghabullogue and Crowley’s Shop and Post Of-
fice Rylane. 
 
 John Foley Memorial 
A memorial plaque  in memory of John Foley was un-
veiled last Sunday in Leemount in Coachford. The 
Timothy Kennefick Commemoration Committee un-
veiled the plaque at the spot where the 38 year old John 
Foley was killed by British Crown Forces on July 10th  
1921.  The Historian and ‘War of Independence’ expert, 
Dr. Pádraig O’Ruairc spoke  at the unveiling and told 
the large crowd present that John Foley who was a farm 
labourer was dragged from his house in Leemount where 
he lived with his twin brother and sister. John Foley was 
then shot and died in the field next to the house. His brother was beaten and tied to a pole. The plaque was unveiled by Mrs Peg Murphy who 
now lives iin the house and  a wreath was laid at the site by  her daughter Martina. A piper  played a lament for  John Foley and the 1916 Proc-
lamation was read out. The Plaque was blessed by Fr. Peadar  and the piper concluded the day’s events by playing the National Anthem. The 
Committee plan to unveil  plaques around the Mid Cork area marking the spots where  Irish people were killed during the War of Independ-
ence. 
 
 
A fiver gets you fun 
 
What does €5 get you? Next Sunday, August 16th for only €5 per adult you can visit the Coachford Autumn Festival. You can take time out to 
watch the Fittest Family competition, view some gorgeous vintage, veteran and classic cars and tractors, enjoy the sheep racing, visit the trade 
stands and side shows, let your children, grand children, nieces and nephews enjoy the Balloon modeller and face painter and watch them take 
part in the children’s sports. You can take part in, or sit back and enjoy the fun of the egg throwing and sheaf tossing. Witness some people 
getting wet as they get dunked from the dunk tank. You can visit the excellent Model Toy display. You can witness the fun of the fair, watch 
the world champion tractor builders, meet some cartoon characters and relive the glory days of the MK ll Ford Escort as we celebrate its 40th 
birthday. Come along and see the replica car from the movie, ‘Chitty Chitty Bang Bang’. There is also an opportunity to test your skill with our 
Cross Bar Challenge and Hurling Target (nominal charge for these). A small fun fair and bubble soccer are also part of the festival on Sunday. 
The Festival also allows you to meet up with friends, family and neighbours and the Mayor of County Cork and you get to support Suicide 
Aware and local charities. All of this for only €5. Don’t miss it. 
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The Murphy family at the Plaque unveiling and wreath laying ceremony at Lee-
mount last Sunday 

Broomhill Vintage Club President, Danny O’Riordan on his vintage 
High Nelly in hot pursuit  of his runaway bride Miss ‘Jim’ ima Cun-
ningham  



 
Wedding Bells 
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Congratulations to Claire Barrett from Fergus on her 
marriage to Eoin Maguire in  May 

Congratulations to Jacqueline Miller from Moneragh 
on her marriage to Justine O’Driscoll in  July 
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Cork North West TD, Michael Creed has welcomed the confirmation that Irish Water is to 
carry out water mains upgrades in Coachford  and Rylane 
"I am pleased that the proposed replacement of 1.2km of existing water mains on the R618 
Macroom road from Coachford is being progressed," Deputy Creed said. 
"The construction contract is due to go to tender in the next four weeks, with contract award 

and the commencement of construction estimated to take place towards the end of 2015." 
Deputy Creed also explained how the construction in Rylane is likely to begin within the next 12 months, most likely 
in mid 2016 
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Community effort to maintain Greenway. 
The Inniscarra Lake Tourism Development Company would like to thank sincerely all those who helped to carry out 
some essential maintenance on the Coachford Greenway in recent weeks. The committee would like to thank  Martin 
Regan, Quarries, Tullig, Coachford for providing stone for the maintenance and filling of potholes as well as provid-
ing a lorry and driver John O’Shea and whacker on the day. Members of the ILTDL also helped on this day as well as  
locals Oliver and Emmet Riordan.. They would also like to thank  JJ Browne of Brown Bros Site Services  and opera-
tor Edmond Roche for hedge cutting on the Greenway  and finally James Murphy Plant Hire  for the work he carried 
out recently at the Greenway. Thank you to all the volunteers helping to maintain the Greenway. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hurlers are East Region Champs 
Aghabullogue under 16 hurlers captured the East Region ‘A’ title by defeating Cour-
cey Rovers on a score line of 2.10 to 2.05. The boys have now reached the A County 
Final having defeated Ballygiblin last weekend by 5-13 to 1-07. The hurlers will now 
play Courcey Rovers  again but this time it’s for the County Title. The Under 21 hurl-
ers have qualified for the semi Final of the Muskerry championship after overcoming 
Ballincollig in the quarter final last Saturday by 1-15 to 1-08. 
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Runners race to Coachford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Broomhill Vintage Club is 
busily preparing for their annual 
Festival in Coachford. The club 
are anticipating another very 
busy weekend of activi-
ties  from August 13th to 
16th.  Singing competitions, 
Dog Shows and Sheep Racing 
are just of the items that are 
expected to draw big crowds to 
the Village. The festival, now in 
its sixth year, has raised over 
€34,000  for charity. The festi-
val is rooted in the community 
and strives to provide a family 
atmosphere for all those attend-
ing. The Coachford 5 Mile 
Road Race is one of the key 
events of the weekend and 
takes place at 7pm on Friday, 
August 14. The run is approved 
by Athletics Ireland, is profes-
sionally measured, superbly 
stewarded and offers runners a 
unique challenge of completing 
a 5 mile course. The run is 
sponsored by CM Fitness , Nu-
trition and Sports Rehab. Regis-
tration for the run takes place 
from 5.30pm at the GAA pavil-
ion in Coachford and entry is 
only €10 with all the proceeds 
going to Suicide Aware. Cully & 
Sully  are helping out with the 
refreshments  and gorgeous 
soup will form part of the re-
freshment package offered after 
the race. Changing facilities and 
warm up and down areas are 
available at the registration area. 
For further information contact 
086 8030086. 

U8 Camogie girls who won all of their games in a very enjoyable blitz 
in Carrigaline on Saturday, 27th June!  

Soccer Season begins 
The Coachford Schoolboys are about to embark on another soccer 
season and are planning on running two teams in the leagues for the 
coming season. The club are looking for boys born in 2005 & 
2006  for their Under 11 squad and  boys born in 2001 & 2002  for 
the under 15 team. The club is going from strength to strength  each 
year and hosted a very successful FAI schoolboys Soccer summer 
camp again this year with over 60 boys enjoying the excellent facilities 
at the clubs grounds at the Glebe in Coachford.    


