
 

Festival Time 
It’s festival time and the organisers, Broomhill Vintage 
Club are finalising arrangements for what promises to 
be one of the best festival weekends in the event’s five 
year history. Chairman of the Vintage club, Tadgh 
Murphy said, “we are almost there, we think we have 
everything in place and all we are hoping for now is big 
attendances and good weather. We like to think that we 
have something for everyone  again at this year’s festi-
val. Our new events are very exciting and we are all 
looking forward to the sheep racing and the Junior 
Agrilympics. We are again very fortunate to have so 
many generous sponsors within our own community 
and from neighbouring parishes and towns. Without 
our sponsors it would be impossible to hold such a 
large festival with so many different events over the 
three days. Our Festival is first and foremost a fund-
raising effort. We want to raise as much money as pos-
sible for Suicide Aware and for other local groups. We 
also want to put on a good show and ensure that every-
one enjoys themselves. I would ask you all to put your 
hands in your pockets over the festival weekend and 
support all the events and buy some raffle tickets also. 
We have kept our entry prices for the show on Sunday 
at €5 and the GAA have kept their prices for entry into 
the Voice of the Festival show on Saturday to €5. We hope that these continuing low entry prices will encour-
age even more of the public to attend, enjoy and partake in this year’s festival.” 
 
The five mile road race kicks off events on Friday at 7.00pm. The run  is suitable for the novice and the ex-
pert athlete. Walkers are also welcome and registration is from  1.00pm to 2.00pm and 5.30pm to 6.30pm or 
online at www.eventmaster.ie  Entry is only €10 
 
On Saturday, the  annual High Nelly Bicycle Run takes place with over 50 antique and classic bicycles from 
the last century lining up to enjoy a trip back in time as they are cycled by their proud owners around the 
country roads in Coachford .  The run begins at the GAA grounds at 5.00pm. Keeping with the cycling 
theme, the Coachford Cycling Club will hold a Grass Racing event on Saturday evening at 7.00pm. The club 
are hoping for a large number of under 16s to take part in this exciting  and fun event.  Also on Saturday eve-
ning a Pet Dog Show will be held with lots of prizes available and even one for the ‘Best Dressed Dog’. The 
first ever Junior Agrilympics takes place on Saturday at 6.00pm when mixed teams of four will compete 
against each other in various farm tasks, such as Milking the cow and rolling the bale amongst others. Entry is 
free and it promises to be a lot of fun. 
 
Contestants for the first ever ‘Voice of the Festival’ competition are exercising their vocal chords and prepar-
ing their chosen song for Saturday August 16th. The fabulously talented bunch of male and female singers is 
set to entertain the large crowd of supporters who are expected to come out and cheer them on. The judges 
will provide 60%of the marks while the audience vote will provide the other 40%. Votes are only €1 per per-
son and you can vote as often as you like. Proceeds of the voting  go towards Suicide Aware and local chari-
ties. The competition begins around 9pm in the GAA hall. There will be full bar facilities and music after-
wards.. 
 
Sunday is the main day of the festival and  from 12noon  visitors can view the large number of Vintage, Vet-
eran and Classic Cars and tractors on display. People will also be able to enjoy the spectacles of  Sheep Rac-
ing, and Agrilympics. Visitors to the festival on Sunday can also enjoy Tim O’Riordan of ‘Natural Gas’ in 
concert and partake in the many side shows;  face painting, balloon modeller, funfair, welly throwing, 
sheaf  tossing, children’s sports, Mini digger challenge, Model Toy display and egg throwing.  A Bonny Baby, 
Yummy Mummy and Glamorous Granny competition are also part of this fabulous show. These and other 
events are all geared to entertain all the family throughout the day.  
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Dodgems and Dunk 
tanks 

A huge number of side 
shows are being 
planned for the Coach-
ford Autumn Festival. 
A large funfair will see 
lots of family rides, 
Dodgem Cars 
(bumpers) and other 
side shows. The organ-
isers of the festival 
have arranged other 
side shows such as the 
mini digger challenges, 
identify the scrap car, 
guess the weight of the 
animal, welly throwing, 
egg throwing, sheaf 
tossing and new to the 
festival this year is the 
Dunk Tank where 
people will get the op-
portunity to dunk 
someone into a barrel 
of water by hitting the 
target with a sliotar. 
 
 
Model Toys 

The biggest Model Toy 
show ever to take place 
at the Festival will be 
on display on Sunday 
August 17th in the 
main hall . The show is 
a fabulous collection of 
modern and classic 
model toys lovingly 
displayed  by their en-
thusiastic collectors. 
This collection is not 
to be missed  
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Coachford Take a Bow 
 
Teams from 25 countries came to Coachford on Thursday July 17th for the Parade of Nations 
and the official opening of the 4th World Feeder Fishing Championships. The teams with 
between 10 and 20 members each lined up in their team colours and paraded through the 
village to the GAA Hall behind the excellent playing of the Ballingeary Pipe Band. Coach-
ford Foróige members carried the countries name in front of each team while the team cap-
tain carried their nations flag. A large crowd of supporters and locals gathered in the village 
to see the spectacle of all these countries in the village while the local welcoming commit-
teee laid on Face Painters and Balloon Modellers and other entertainment for those coming 
to see this unique parade. 
The village was in festive mode as children and adults enjoyed the parade in glorious sun-
shine. Coachford resident Shelia Sheehan said “ I never thought I’d see the day that 
people from Kazakhstan, Moldova and Russia would be parading on our streets and 
being cheered on by all present. It’s absolutely great to see.” The expert team of stew-
ards kept traffic disruption to a minimum and made sure the army of children were kept safe. The village was decked out in colourful 
buntings and flags and everyone along the route of the parade were determined to cheer on every country, but especially Ireland!. 
 

Mr. Oliver McGauley President of the National Course 
Fishing Federation of Ireland had huge praise and thanks 
for the people of Coachford for the most fantastic welcome 
“ I have traveled all over the world and have attended many 
world Championships but the welcome and organistaion of 
the parade here in Coachford tonight is the most amazing I 
have ever seen. Coachford, take a bow. Well done. You 
have raised the bar”    
 
Mr. Michael Creed T.D. who was one of those instrumental 
in securing the funding to complete the very fine venue on 
the River Lee also addressed the audience and praised Fer-
moy man, Tommy Lawton who is the chief organiser of the 
world championships. Mr. Creed . He also praised the good 
work of the community and the Inniscarra Lake Tourism 
Development Company. “ These events are hugely impor-
tant to our economy and the development of facilities like 
the one here in Coachford are essential to our recovery. 
Tourism continues to be a growth industry and fishing and 

angling events like this one can inject huge investment into the area. I want to congratulate everyone involved with this event and com-
mend them on the completion of the walkway. You are an example of what can be achieved when people come together and recognize 
the huge resource that you have on your doorstep and develop it into a superb tourism product.” 
 
The atmosphere in the Coachford GAA Hall at the Medal ceremony on the following Sunday 
was electric and as Ireland were announced as Silver Medal Winners  chants of  ‘Óle Óle Óle’ 
broke out across the hall to the bemusement of the Spanish team and many of the other nations 
present. England were the deserved Gold Medal winners and the sound of ‘God Save the Queen’ 
was blasted out on the sound system as the St. Georges Cross was raised – Strange times in 
Coachford indeed. 
 
In his closing speech Mr. Cloudio Matteoli, President of the International Fresh Water Sport 
Fishing Federation. praised the organisers and the venue and had a special word of thanks to the 
people of Coachford who he said were the most welcoming community that he had ever encountered in all his years traveling the world 
to fishing events. He hoped to return himself for some fishing in Ireland over the next two years and said that “I would not be surprised 
if another World or European Championship will be held at this fantastic venue here in Coachford in the near future” 
 
Deirdre O’Donovan, Chairperson of the Community Council said, “the world championships were a great success for everyone in-
volved and we are delighted that they went off so well. The visitors to the area were overwhelmed with the welcome they received and 
many of them have promised to return. It was great to see the business people doing some extra business over the week. The huge in-
vestment by the Inniscarra Lake Tourism  Development Company and the NCFFI into the venue really paid off and they should be con-
gratulated for their vision and commitment. But without doubt the real heroes of this championship week were the people of Coachford. 
I am extremely proud of all those who helped in any way in making this event such a huge success. Everyone who got involved did so 
wholeheartedly and they pulled out all the stops throughout a wonderful week in the village. They showed tremendous pride in their 
village and area and again I would like to thank this huge team of volunteers.” 
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Dermot O’Leary, Sheila Sheehan, Pat Murray and Kathleen 
Crowley enjoying the Parade of Nations 
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Successful Dam building Exhibition  
The exhibition on the 'Building the Lee Hydroelectric 
Scheme’ that took place in the Community House in 
Coachford  in July was a huge success with over 1,000 
people visiting it over the six days.. The exhibition 
included articles and photos on the works and con-
struction of the dams, video footage, and audio re-
cordings of interviews with those employed on the 
hydroelectric scheme. The quality of the old photo-
graphs was superb and indeed the quality of the whole 
exhibition was excellent. The exhibition explained 
in detail the flooding of the valley, the building of 
the dams, the new bridges and the new roads in 
the early 1950s. The members of the Aghabul-
logue, Coachford Rylane Heritage Committee, who organised the exhibition, were on hand to 
answer any questions and to explain the history and stories behind the photographs and news-
paper cuttings. Chairman of the ACR Heritage Committee, Doug Lucey said “ We were de-
lighted so many people came to see the exhibits, It was fascinating to see people recounting the 
memories of the building of the dams and the flooding of the valley. This was our first exhibit 
and we plan on doing more in the future.”   The Exhibit will also feature as part of the Coach-
ford Autumn Festival on Sunday August 17th. 
 
Catching a Good Cause 

During the World Fishing Championships the Finnegan fam-
ily Nadrid  kindly gave the organisers  two fields at the en-
trance of championships stretch for parking for spectators, 
stewards etc. Rather than be compensated for this they asked 
the NCFFI to make a donation to Marymount Hospice in 
Cork. This was a very generous gesture from them and the 
NCFFI were really delighted to be associated with this and 
made a donation of €1000. 
 
The NCFFI would also like to thank Dan, Joe and Denis for 
all their help over the week ,this was really appreciated.  
 
High Nelly returns to its roots 

Happy Birthday Massey Ferguson and Ford 
To mark the 50th anniversary of the Massey 100 series and Ford 1000 series tractors, the 
Broomhill Vintage Club are inviting 
all owners of these iconic tractors to 
bring them to the Vintage, Veteran 
and Classic Car and Tractor  show 
on August 17th at the Coachford Au-
tumn Festival. A huge entry is ex-
pected and Chairman of the Broom-
hill Vintage Club, Tadgh Murphy 
said “We are looking forward to wel-
coming the owners of these wonder-
ful vehicles to our show. These trac-
tors were largely responsible for 
helping Ireland’s farmers to improve 
production and land quality in the 
early years of our membership of 
the then EEC. ”   
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Coachford Players 
Coachford Players will be  per-
forming  John McKenna's play 
"Faint Voices" in the One Act 
Circuit this year. This play con-
cerns the love affair between the 
soldier poet Francis Ledwidge 
from Slane, Co. Meath, and his 
beautiful neighbour Ellie 
Vaughey. Eugene O'Sullivan 
plays Francis Ledwidge, Louise 
Lyons plays Ellie Vaughey, 
Maura Lucey plays Mrs. Led-
widge, and Willie Barrett plays 
Matty McGoona, a friend of Led-
widge. Anne Murphy is the pian-
ist, Penny Rainbow is a 
neighbour, and Diane Searls is 
Stage Manager.  
 
 
 
Coachford Greenway 
The Coachford Greenway 
walk completed in time as the 
venue for the World Fishing 
Championships is proving 
hugely popular with people in 
the Lee Valley area. The walk 
just under 3km each way 
takes visitors along the river 
bank from nearby  Rooves 
bridge and east towards Drip-
sey. This very pleasant walk is 
used all day from early morn-
ing to dusk by locals and visi-
tors. There is ample parking 
available at no charge and the 
access to the walkway is also 
free. The Greenway was de-
veloped by the Inniscarra Lake 
Tourism development Com-
pany, the ESB, Cork County 
Council, The National Course 
Fishing Federation of Ireland, 
Avondhu Blackwater partner-
ship and Fáilte Ireland.  
 
Those in charge of the walk 
will be installing benches in 
the near future. They are ask-
ing people who walk their dogs 
there to please clean up after 
them and for everyone to take 
home their litter with them.  
 
The world Championships 
may be over but the people of 
the area continue to enjoy the 
facilities left behind and hope-
fully will for some time to 
come. 

Some members of the ACR Heritage committee, Doug 
Lucey, Matt Martin and DJ Dineen at the groups exhibi-
tion in the Community House Coachford on the flooding 
of the Lee and the building of the dams 

L-R Oliver McGauley, President NCFFI, Denis Finnegan Famer, Noel De-
laney, Marymount Hospice Cork, Dan Joe Finnegan 

Peter Coughlan, Neil O’Sullivan and Mike Shorten with their Massey and 
Ford tractors ahead of the Vintage show in Coachford on Sunday August 17th 
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GET YOUR HAIR DONE AND MAKE UP ON 
The Glamorous Granny and Yummy Mummy competition takes place on Sunday August 17th at the festival. This is a celebration 
of the hard working mums and grannies that have to work inside and outside the home but still manage to look their very best all 
the time. Stylz Hairdressing salon and Stylz Beauty Rooms Coachford have sponsored fabulous prizes for the most glamorous 
granny and the yummiest mummy on the day. Register someone on the day that you feel should be judged to win the title. Registra-
tion is free.  
 
DRESS UP YOUR BUNDLE OF JOY 
All babies are beautiful .All babies are precious. The Coachford Festival Bonny Baby competition wants to see as many babies as 
possible looking bonny on Sunday August 17th. Coachford Community Playgroup have sponsored two prizes for what the 
judges think are the bonniest 0-12 month baby and the 12 month- 24 month baby on that day.     
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Raffle for cash 
The organisers of the Festival have put together some 
fantastic cash prizes and an overnight stay as part of 
this year’s festival raffle. The first prize is a whopping 
€500 in cash, second prize will get you €250 and third 
prize is a beautiful overnight stay in Cork’s newest 
hotel, The Kingsley. Fourth prize is one not be sniffed 
at, a cool €150 cash. Tickets for these superb prizes 
are only €2 each and you can get three of these pre-
cious draw tickets for €5. The number of tickets is 
limited so don’t delay in getting yours.  

Walk, Jog or Run 
Coachford Five Mile Road 
Race  next Friday evening at 
7.00pm.Walk it, run it, jog it or a 
combination of all three but please 
take part.. Registration at the GAA 
Hall, Coachford from 1.00pm to 
2.00pm and 5.30pm to 6.30pm. 
Entry only €10.  
Teams of four also welcome 
(combined time recorded). Walk-
ers and runners start at 7.00pm. 
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Speedy Sheep on the run in Coachford. 
A flock of sheep are undergoing rigorous train-
ing ahead of the first national sheep racing event 
to be held at the Coachford Autumn Festival on 
Sunday August 17th. The sheep will compete in 
four races at the festival. Punters will be invited 
to back their favourite and there is even a chance 
for people to become a race-sheep owner for the 
last race.  The sheep will be run over a short 
course at the GAA grounds in Coachford and 

the event promises to full of fun. Race organ-
iser, Jeremiah O’Sullivan said, we are all look-
ing forward to this new event at the festival. 
The sheep are in great condition and the hard 
ground will suit them. There are a few of them 

looking very well in training with ‘Not so High Chaparral’ and ‘Baaarkle’ showing lots of early 
form. Another few of the Sheep such as ‘Lamb Cutlet’, ‘Minty Mutton’ and ‘Spring Shanks’ are 
all improving however poor ‘Rosemary Rack’ is carrying an injury and there are doubts whether 
she will make the starting line on Sunday week.”  The event is being sponsored by Sean Den-
nehy and Mikes Butcher shop Macroom. All the proceeds of the racing will go to Suicide Aware 
and local charities. 
 
What does €5 get you? 
Next Sunday, August 17th for only €5 per adult you can 
visit the Coachford Autumn Festival. You can take time 
out to watch Tim O’Riordan of Natural Gas in concert, 
view some gorgeous vintage, veteran and classic cars and 
tractors, enjoy the Agrilympics and sheep racing, visit the 
trade stands and side shows, let your children, grand chil-
dren, nieces and nephews enjoy the Balloon modeller and 
face painter and watch them take part in the children’s 
sports. You can take part in, or sit back and enjoy the fun of the egg throwing and sheaf toss-
ing. Witness some people getting wet as they get dunked from the dunk tank. You can visit the 
excellent Model Toy display and the informative exhibition on the flooding of the Lee Val-
ley.  You can also check in on the hurling match  from Croke Park on our big screen TV. The 
Festival also allows you to meet up with friends, family and neighbours and you get to support 
Suicide Aware and local charities. All of this for only €5. Don’t miss it. 

Hurling Championships 
The Very best of luck to the 
Aghabullogue Intermediate 
Hurlers who play Ballygarvan in 
the 4th round of the Champi-
onship in Pairc Ui Rinn on Sat-
urday August 16th at 6.00pm. 
 
Camogie 
Congratulations to the Agh-
abullogue Senior B camogie 
Team who defeated Mallow this 
week on a score line of 1-9 to 
2-2. 
 
Under Age 
Well done to the Aghabullogue 
under 14 hurlers who defeated 
Youghal in the first round of 
the "East" Under 14 "A" Hurl-
ing Championship by 7-9 to 2-5  
 
 
Tim O Riordan of Natural 
Gas plays live in concert at the 
Festival on Sunday August 17th 
and  in O’Riordan’s Bar on the 
Sunday Evening from 8.00pm 

Appeal to road users 

The organisers of the Coach-
ford 5 Mile Road Race would 
like all road users to be aware 
that runners and walkers will be 
on the public roads around the 
village on Friday August 15th  
from 7.00pm to 9.00pm. Mo-
torists are asked to use caution, 
cooperate with  stewards and 
be patient. The organisers 
would also like if as many peo-
ple as possible could come out 
and support the athletes. 

GAA on TV 

Watch the 
Semi Final 
of the All 
Ireland at 
the Festival 
on Sunday live on the Big 
screen TV sponsored by Mur-
phy’s Electrical and installed by 
SKY Astra systems.  
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Dara Herlihy, Brendán O’Sullivan and Danny Herlihy at the 
launch of the Coachford Autumn Festival Sheep Racing event 
on Sunday August 17th 


