
 

Thank You 
 

The organisers of the Coachford Autumn Festival would like to thank everyone who supported the 
festival this year. Broomhiil Vintage Club chairman, Tadgh Murphy said, “We believe it was our best 
festival so far. We would like to thank those who attended the events on Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 
We hope that families went home happy from the 
Festival on Sunday, that the runners and walkers were 
happy with the run on Friday evening and that those 
who attended the dog show, open air Ceilí and Bache-
lor competition were glad they did so.. We will con-
tinue to try and improve the festival and continue to 
try and make it something the whole community can 
be proud of. To run a festival over three days takes a 
huge amount of help and involvement from a lot of 
people. We would like to thank all those who took 
part in the various events; the bakers, photogra-
phers,  High Nelly cyclists, runners and walkers, Agri Olympians,  bachelors, musicians, football-
ers,  babies, mummies and grannies, tractor builders, vehicle owners, model toy display builders ,dog 
owners, set dancers, egg throwers, and children.  We would of course like to especially thank those who 
helped as stewards, ticket sellers, those who registered the runners, sponsored the festival, sponsored 

bachelors, and supported us in any other way.  

The festival is a huge community effort and only the support 
of so many in the community makes it possible. We would 
like to thank Aghabullogue GAA for their superb support 
and co operation, Padraig Donoghue and Dairygold for the 
use of their properties. We would also like to thank the resi-
dents of the village and surrounding areas for their patience 
and understanding for any disruption that the festival may 
have caused.” Due to the huge support of the festival’s spon-

sors, participants, supporters, visitors and stewards the club found themselves to be in 
the wonderful position of being able to donate 
€7,000 to charity. Suicide Aware 
were the main benefactors re-
ceiving €2,500. Coachford Tidy 
Towns were given €1,500 and the 
local Care of the Aged, St. Olan’s 
Conference of St. Vincent De 
Paul and Macroom Commu-
nity Hospital received €1,000 
each. “We are hugely in-
debted to our sponsors and 
to all those who supported 
the festival. Without your 
help we could not run the 
event and be in this posi-
tion to donate €7,000 to all these 
very worthwhile causes.  The cheques were pre-
sented to the various charities and groups last Saturday night in 
O’Riordans Bar.. The 2013 Bachelor of the Festival, Jimmy 
‘Jazz’ Buckley was on hand to present the proceeds. 

                                                                                        (Photographs by Declan O’Connell) 

Top of the Class 
Coachford College leav-
ing Certificate class of 
2013 achieved far above 
the national average in 
their CAO points. Approx 
50% of the students 
achieved over 400 points 
compared to only 33.7% 
nationally while approx 
20% of Coachford College 
students scored over 500 
points compared with 
9.7% nationally. This was 
a great success for the 
school and students and 
further shows the high 
quality of this facility. Con-
gratulations to all the stu-
dents who received their 
Junior Cert results this 
week. 

Explore Coachford Col-
lege 

Coachford College Open 
day for 1st year students 
starting in September 
2014 will be held on Sat-
urday 5th October from 
9am to 12 noon where 
primary school 6th class 
students will be taken on 
a programme of events 
around the school. Par-
ents are welcome to join a 
40 minute tour at 10am or 
11am. .Primary schools in 
the catchment boundary 
area are being visited in 
the next two weeks with 
brochures and enrolment 
forms. Parents of children 
in a primary school out-
side of Coachford College 
catchment area and who 
wish to visit the school or 
enrol their child for 1st 
year in 2014 should con-
tact the school office by 
ringing 021 7334113. 
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Left to right—Bachelor of the Festival, Jimmy ‘Jazz’ Buckley  with 
runners up, John Long and Seanie Murphy .  
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Stories from beyond the Grave 
 
The ACR Heritage group marked national heritage week by hosting a 
very entertaining and informative talk on those that are interred in the 
two old Graveyards in Coachford. The talk, given by local historian, 
Anthony Greene touched on the once great families in the area from 

1600s to the early 20th century. Anthony described how these families 
were responsible for many of the great houses in the area. He also 
spoke on the infamous Dr. Crosse and the poisoning of his wife who 
is interred in the old cemetery in Magourney. The talk in the Church 

of Ireland graveyard was on the military exploits of the many distinguished army personnel that are interred there. 
Many of these men had received the Military Cross and other honours fighting for the Empire across the globe. A 
large crowd was in attendance to hear of the rise and fall of the famous families of the area such as the Pyne, Good, 
Crook and Godfrey families. They listened with interest to the history of the people who were responsible for the 

growth of Coachford village and surrounding areas during the last 400 years.  
 
At Your Service in Coachford 
Breathnach’s Bar in Coachford was the centre of attention in late August when the Brennan Brothers from the Park 
Hotel in Kenmare came to officially open the new function room at the pub on Main Street in Coachford. The pub 
will feature in one of the episodes in the new series ‘At Your Service’. Francis Brennan has been a regular visitor to 

the business during filming over the last few months advising the owners, 

Colm and Mary Cronin on the best strategy for developing their business in 
the growing village of Coachford. The owners had been very busy over the 
last few months preparing for the opening and a large group of supporters 

were in attendance to be part of the filming of the Television’s show which 

will be broadcast in early 2014. Aghinagh Comthlas provided the music and 
the local set dancers put on a wonderful display of Irish dancing in the new 
room. Willie Barrett Builders were the main contractors and  used all their 

experience in extending and in finishing the new room to the highest stan-
dards in time for the opening. 

 

So long to the Salon for Shelia 

Hairdresser Shelia Sheehan was the victim of a surprise retirement party  in Au-
gust. Shelia’s work colleagues, clients, friends and neighbours gathered in Breath-
nach’s Bar to pay tribute to Shelia for all her years of dealing with and listening 
to the many ladies of the area (and 

some very special men) who would 
go no where else but to Shelia for 
their wash and cut , their ‘sets’ and ‘ 
to get the hair done’. The party was a 

great occasion with many of Shelia’s regulars turning up to wish her all the 
best and to  thank her for the many years of service and friendship. Her 
colleagues presented her with a beautiful watch and she also received 
flowers and lots of  good luck cards  with some lovely  messages (but hardly any money!!). 
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Our Town is getting tidier  
 

The 2013 results for the National Tidy Towns 
competition saw Coachford gain eight points on the previous year’s results. The Vil-
lage was praised for the Litter control, Landscaping and general tidiness and for the 

appearance of many of the business premises. The 
Adjudicators stated that the village was largely litter 
free. Fr. Sheehan Place was neat and tidy. The bun-
galows on Cork Rd and Macroom Rd were very 
well presented. They gave special mention O'Cal-
laghan’s, The Village Inn, Gala, Styles, Coachford 
Pharmacy, Cooney’s and Coachford Childcare. 
They complimented the Millennium Park, the Boat, 

the Rockery at the Recycling bins. Highly commended were the Grotto, the National 
Schools three Green Flags and John Crean’ s lovely red sandstone wall. Chairman of 
the committee, John McCaffery said “while there is no doubt that we are moving in 
the right direction there is a huge body of work still to be done. We jumped 8 points 
this year which is great but we are still coming from a very low base and are operating 
with a tiny number of people for such a large village. Our goal for the next two years 
is to get over 200 marks, we are currently on 192. It was a very positive adjudication 
and a sincere thank you to everyone who contributes in any way, it makes Coachford 
a nicer place for residents and visitors alike.We have a lot more ideas and plans that 
we want to implement over the coming years. We would love if more people got in-
volved with the group, We are  looking for people to give as little as one hour of their 
week to help plan, maintain and make our village somewhere that you could be proud 
to come from and live in.”  The Tidy Towns group will meet  at 12 noon every Sun-
day from September 22nd in the Church car park . 
 
Walk This Way 
 
October is Breast Cancer Awareness month and Centra 
Coachford is organising a fundraising charity walk on Sun-
day October 6th. This is a fun walk and everyone is welcome 
to take part and support a great cause. Further details on the 
route and the entry fee can be obtained form Murphy's Cen-
tra Coachford. To find out more about Action Breast Cancer 
log on to www.cancer.ie or ring the National Cancer 
Helpline on 1800 200 700. 
 
New Business for Coachford 

The Village of Coachford continues to grow 
and a new business in the heart of the village 
is now open. The Coachford Physical 
Therapy Clinic based in Chapel Road will 
see Neil O’Grady, Physical Therapist offer a  
variety of treatments at weekends and eve-
nings. Neil is very well qualified and is look-
ing forward to getting to know people in the 
area and providing a top class service in his 

new premises. He will offer Remedial massage  and Orthopaedic Sports massage. Neil 
is also a qualified Neuromuscular  and Physical Therapist and has a national qualifica-
tion in taping and strapping. The new clinic is approved by all the major health insur-
ance companies. For appointments and further information ring 086 8812959. 

SLOW DOWNSLOW DOWNSLOW DOWN 

Many people are being caught 
speeding at the GAA pitch by 
the Garda 
Mobile 
Safety 
Camera 
Van.  The 
50km an 
hour speed zone is being 
strictly enforced from both 
directions at all hours of the 
day and night. Reports of mo-
torists being caught at mid-
night and at 7.00am are just 
some of times being recounted 

by angry motorists who are 
claiming having a van in this 
location at times when there 
are no pedestrians in the area 
is liking shooting fish in a bar-
rel and that this is only a 
money making exercise and 
has nothing to do with road 
safety. The Gardai claim that 
‘camera vans would only be 

placed on the roads all across 

Ireland where fatal collisions 

are happening as a result of 

inappropriate speed' What-

ever your views on this issue 

is, it looks like the Garda Mo-

bile Safety Cameras are here 

for some time to come. Slow 

Down, avoid the penalty 

points and make our roads 

safer for everyone. 

Farmers market 

Coachford Farmers market 

takes place on next Saturday, 

September 21st from 10.30am 

to 1.00pm. Please support 

your local market 
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The fine for speeding is 
€80 and two penalty 
points so please slow 
down 
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Under 16 footballers in Final 
Aghabullogue Under 16 footballers have reached the East Region 
B football Final having beaten Ballinhassig in the Semi Final last 
week. The boys will, however face strong opposition from tourna-
ment favourites, Cill na Martra in the final. The Gaeltacht side were 
last years county Under 15 champions and have been scoring goals at will in this year’s 
championship. Trainer of the Aghabullogue team, John Hogan said  “We are all look-
ing forward to the final, the lads have trained well since the semi final. It isn’t that of-
ten you get to play finals and we will give it our best shot to come home with the tro-
phy. There is no arguing that we are the underdogs but a final is a final and you’d 
never know what could happen”. The game is fixed for Monday September 16th at 
6.15pm in Kilmurry.  
 
Our Final Hope 
On this Saturday evening (September 14th) in Mourneabbey, Aghabulllogue’s Interme-
diate hurlers take on Dromina in a must win Intermediate hurling relegation fi-
nal.Aghabullogue have been an intermediate hurling side since 1992 and to lose this 
final would see the club relegated to junior status for the first time in 21 years. Let us 
all hope that this won’t happen and that the boys will prevail. 
 
Underage Soccer returns 
 
The Schoolboys league starts in earnest this week. First up is the under 13s who travel 
to Blarney on Saturday morning with a kick off time of 11.45am. This is the boys sec-
ond game of the season. They already accounted for Corinthian Boys last weekend on 
a score line of 5 – 2 with goals from Luke Casey, Jack Oldham, Mark Murphy and 
Josh Martin. On Sunday morning the under 12s play Carrigaline  away while the Under 
14s play Fermoy in Carrigadrohid at 12.45pm  and the under 16s travel to Kilboy 
where they play Churchvilla at 10.30am. All the Schoolboys Teams were promoted for 
this seasons games and should expect to  find their  respective campaigns very tough 
this year. 
 
FAI Soccer Summer Camp 

 
A group of 69 children recently  took to the 
pitches at the Coachford AFC’s grounds in Coach-
ford to partake and enjoy the FAI Soccer Summer 
Camp. The Children ranging in ages from 6 to 12 
spent 
the 
week 
learning 

the finer points of the game, developing 
their skills and making new friends. The 
children came to the camp from all over the 
Mid Cork area. 
 
 
 
Darts 
The 2013/14 Lee Valley Darts league commences on September 27th. Breathnachs 
Bar has two teams in the A League which is split into two groups of 5 teams. Breatht-
nachs A are in a group with Peake while the B team find themselves in a group with 
Bealnamorrive. 

 

All Ireland Winners 

Congratulations to Aghabul-
logue Camogie players, Ella 
Curtin & Emma Flanagan  who 
won the U16 B All Ireland 
Camogie Final with Cork on 
Sunday 1st September. They 
beat Waterford on a score line 
of 4-08 to 2-10. Laura Dineen, 
Chairperson of  Aghabullogue 
Camogie club said, “this was a 
terrific result for Cork and it 
was made all the more special 
by having two of the clubs 
young players involved..  The 
girls train very hard here in the 
club and we are very proud of 
them”. 

All Ireland 7s 

Aghabullogue Senior Camogie 
players are taking part in the 
Kilmacud  7 a side All Ireland 
Camogie tournament in Dublin 
this weekend. The tournament 
is  a permanent fixture and 
takes place all day Saturday 
and sees the best Camogie 
players in the country compete 
in a very open and free flowing 
series of matches.  

The club’s under 14 girls play 
Sars-
fields in 
the U14 
A 
League 
Semi- 
Final on 
Wednes-

day, 18th September in Ballin-
collig at 6.15pm. 
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Pedal Power 
The very best of luck to Coachford girl Nicola Doherty who is one of the riders in 
this years Ras na mBan. A total of 105 riders from ten 
nations have entered this year's edition of An Post Rás 
na mBan, Ireland's top international stage race for 
women. It's the biggest ever entry for the event and is 
matched by for quantity by the quality of the riders set 
to take the start of this year's five-day, six stage event 
in Ennis, Co Clare. Nicola is no stranger to the saddle 
having cycled  300km across Munster in one day in 
May 2012 for charity. In this race Nicola is part of the 
Munster  Development team and has been training 
hard for the event over the last number of months. 
The race started on Wednesday, 11th September in 
Ennis and runs until this Sunday 15th. Nicola had a 
great first day finishing in the main bunch  but suffered a fall on day two in very 
wet conditions. On Day three the Team Time Trial went very well and hopes are 
high that the team will perform well for the rest of the week. The Munster's team 
busy Masseur  is Coachford’s Ciara Murphy and the Sorrell Physical Therapy and 
Fitness therapist has her hands full with tired and aching muscles.  Highlights of 
the race will be broadcast in a half-hour programme due to be aired for the first 
time on British Eurosport on October 8th . 

Rebels Roar Again 

Although the tickets for the All Ireland Hurling Final 
are not for sale yet the Cork County Board are asking 
that applications for tickets must be submitted in writ-
ing to Cork County Board, Páirc Uí Chaoimh, The Ma-
rina, Cork, including remittance (preferable blank 

cheque) and stamped, self-addressed envelope. The closing date is Wednesday, 
September 18th and applications which do not meet the above criteria cannot be 
considered. Email applications will not be accepted and late applications cannot be 
considered. There is no guarantee that all who apply will get tickets. 

A very limited number of juvenile (€10) tickets are available through Aghabullogue 
GAA but only as part of a family ticket 

  

Achievements Awards 

The Aghabullogue Coachford Ry-
lane Community Council are host-
ing the 2nd ACR Achievements 
Awards in November. Please give 
some thought to who you’d like to 
nominate for an award. Nomination  
forms will be available from Mon-
day September 23rd in the various 
shops in the parish. 

Village Design Statements 

The Village Design Statements 
(VDS) for the three villages in the 
parish are almost completed. The 
VDS  is a document that describes 
the distinctive characteristics of the 
locality, and provides design guid-
ance to influence future develop-
ment and improve the physical 

qualities of the area.  This project is 
being funded by WCDP (West 
Cork Development Partner-
ship).  The purpose of this project 
is to design a plan to enhance and 
improve our locality in the years 
ahead. It is hoped that the plans will 
be unveiled and launched in Octo-
ber. 

Youth Club 

Plans are underway to set up a youth 
Club for the Coachford area. It is en-
visaged that the club will cater for 
young people who are currently in 1st 
to 3rd year in Secondary Schools. A 
public meeting for parents and per-
spective leaders will be held before the 
end of September. 
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