
 

High Achievers honoured in Coachford 

At a packed function in Hogans Bar, Coachford last Saturday night, 22 individuals and 
groups were honoured for their achievements in Sport, community work, and industry. 
The achievers came from diverse areas and had excelled in different fields and were hon-
oured by Aghabullogue, Coachford and Rylane Community Council for the huge contri-
bution that they had made to the community and the honour they had brought to the 
parish. The awards now in their second year give an opportunity for the Community 
Council to honour those who in the community who excel in different areas. A full re-
port on those who were honoured appears inside. 

Coachford Lights up for Christmas 
 
Who is Pairc Ui Rinn named after? Name the last 
three Ministers for Finance? What nationality is Pope 
Francis? These are just some of the type of questions 
that may be asked at the Coachford Christmas lights 
table quiz which will take place on Saturday Novem-

ber 16th in O’Callaghan’s Bar at 9.00pm. This is the second year that the village will be 
adorned with a large tree and some Christmas lights. The lights were a huge success last 
year and really added to the festive spirit around the village. The plan for this year is to  
add to the lights and hopefully a bigger tree. Collection boxes are in all the shops and 
pubs in the village during November so people can also donate through these. 

Monday D-Day for Sciath na 
Scoil  footballers 

Coachford National School are busily 
preparing their boys team for the 
Sciath Na Scoil Football Final which 
takes place on Monday November 18th 
in Pairc Ui Rinn. The boys will play 
Gaelscoil Midleton at 1.00pm. The 
boys defeated Canovee, Enniskeane 
and Ballygarvan to get to the final and will be hoping for huge support from parents and 
friends next Monday in Pairc Ui Rinn. 

It’s time to Shop  
Local 

Coachford is very fortunate to have 
so many retail outlets. The Village is 
busy and our shops, pubs and busi-
nesses are mostly responsible for 
this. The shops in Coachford offer 
so much to those who are willing to 
shop there. Now as we face the run 
up to Christmas it is important to 
consider doing at  least some of 
your shopping in the village. We can 
all buy some of our gifts from the 
many wonderful shops including our 
Hardware Stores, Pharmacy and 
Supermarkets. Our food stores and 
artisan producers are second to 
none. Our shops have extremely 
competitive prices for everything 
you need for Christmas. If you are 
making a big purchase like a Laptop 
or  Tablet why not source it locally? 
We should also make an effort to 
celebrate the season in the local 
pubs and meet up with our friends 
and neighbours locally. The busi-
nesses have put in a huge effort to 
prepare for Christmas and we must 
support them and those that they 
employ. Everyone should use our 
local Post Office to send their 
Christmas cards and parcels, use our 
local taxis and hackneys, think about 
gift vouchers from all the business’s 
such as the Pharmacy, Hairdress-
ers,  Beauty Salon, Post Office, Ga-
rage and Filling Station and give 
some serious thought to shopping in 
Coachford. Our local businesses 
support other local businesses, They 
employ people from the locality and 
give something back to the commu-
nity in their support of  local chari-
ties, organisations , schools and 
clubs. Please do your best this 
Christmas. 
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Coachford Local Market 
 
The Coachford Local Market place this Saturday, No-
vember 16th from 10.30am to 1.00pm. Fresh produce, 
gorgeous coffee and cakes, Jams, cheeses and much 
more will be on offer. Don’t forget the massive Christ-
mas Market takes place on December 14th. 
 

Graduations 
Congratula-
tions to Steph 

Forde, Cliona 
Ni Mhurchu 
and Dhani 
Merrick who 

all recently 

graduated with 
flying colours 
TÚS Scheme employees. 

Well done to Adrian Martin and Ger Carey who have come on board as TÚS workers for 
the village. The lads are having a huge impact on the appearance of the place and have been 
very busy attending to drains, footpaths and the upkeep of the village. 
 
Train talk transports audience back in time 
A large crowd were in attendance in Hogan’s Bar recently to hear historian, Tim O’Brien 
speak on the life of the Muskerry Tram. Tim described how the tram came into being, the 
routes it took, the people who traveled on it and the places it visited. The presentation was 
interspersed with some wonderful photographs, stories and newspaper articles of the period 

from 1899 to 1934. Many of those 
present had a direct connection 
with the Muskerry Tram. Some had 
relations who worked on it, others 
now live along the route the steam 
train took and some even reside in 
the old station houses or live very 
near them.  
The audience was transported back 
in time to relive the glory years of 
steam travel from Cork’s Western 
Road to Leemount, Cloghroe, Blar-
ney, Dripsey, Peake and Coachford. 

Tim O Brien also gave a flavour of the times that the train travelers lived in; the innocent 
daysbefore World War 1 to the troublesome times of the War of Independence and the 
Civil War to the peaceful period of the early 1930s. The audience got involved in the pres-
entation by informing Tim of their memories and stories of the Tram and many stayed on 
after to look at the maps and documentation associated with the Muskerry Tram.  
Up to date photographs by Martin O’Mahony, Aghavrin of the route as it looks today were 
also on show and these depicted very well what the ravages of time and years of neglect can 
do to a once beautiful train route through the countryside. Suggestions from the audience 
to try and restore the Muskerry Tram route for walkers and cyclists as similar tourist initia-
tives have proven to be very successful throughout Britain and Europe were also voiced. 
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Fresh Fish on Tues-
days 

Fresh Fish from west Cork is 
now be on sale in Coachford 
every Tuesday from 12.30pm 
to 3.30pm outside Hogans 
Bar. 

Flower Club 
The Coachford Flower Club 
are holding a night in Griffins 
Garden Centre on Wednes-
day November 20th at 
7.00pm. The night will consist 

of a Buffet meal, a raffle and 
a talk by Margaret Griffin all 
for only €15. Non members 
are very welcome and tickets 
can be obtained from Marian 
on 021 7334813 
 

New Headmaster for 
Aghabullogue 
Congratulations and best 
wishes to Cornelius McDon-
ald who takes up the position 
as the new Principal of Agh-
abullogue National School. 

 

Although it is only 
November the Coachford 
Branch of GIY are in the 
process of deciding what to 
grow in their gardens in 2014. 
Their next meeting is on De-
cember 16th  at 8.00pm in 
Hogans and everyone is  wel-
come to come along to get 
advice or even give it on what 
you think  is the most suitable 
or exciting vegetables for 
planting in the Spring.  Re-
member to plant Garlic be-
fore Christmas for delicious 
bulbs in the summer. 

Doug Lucey, ACR heritage group, Martin O Mahony, Photographer, Siobhan 
Hogan, organiser, Tim O’Brien, Historian, Anthony Greene, ACR Heritage 
group and Jimmy Buckley, Buckley’s Garage and Peake Railway Station. 



 

Soccer 
Chairman 
meets his 
Match 

Congratula-
tions to 
Coachford 
AFC Chair-
man, Joe 
Ronan who 
married Dan-
ielle Condon 
from Turners 
Cross in Octo-
ber. The couple who live in Knockanowen got married in the Lough Church and cele-
brated their wedding  in the Castle Hotel Macroom with family and friends.  

 

Coachford Dancers on TV 
TG4’s ‘An Jig Gig’ will feature the danc-
ers from Coachford who took part in 
the recording of the show in the sum-
mer. The girls, Laura Corkery, Julie Tar-
rant, Caoimhe O’Connell, Aoife 
Twomey, Oonagh Tarrant, Maeve Ring, 
Sarah Byrne and Julie Crowley  will be 
seen dancing their hearts out on Sunday 
nights programme which begins at 
7.15pm.  This Irish dance competition 
sees dancers of different ages, styles and 
organisations battling it out head to 

head on the same stage. 

 

Three trophies for 
Coachford Players 
 
The Coachford Players 
picked up the winners tro-
phy in the confined section 
at the Cork One Act Festi-
val last weekend. The 
group performed the play ‘Nine’ to a very appreciative audience and impressed the 

adjudicator, Declan Hassett. Anthony Greene picked up 
best Director and Diane Searls won the award for best ac-
tress. The group came third at the Haulbowline theatre fes-
tival. The next and last outing for the players is this week-
end in Rossmore when they will take to the boards on Sat-
urday night. We wish them the very best of luck. 

Coachford lotto pays out 
€5,000  
 
There 
were two 
winners in 
two weeks 
of the 
Coachford AFC lotto. David 
Cullinane was the winner of the 
€3,600 jackpot in the last week in 
October and Molly O’Connell 
bagged the €1,000 jackpot in No-
vember. There were also 10 win-
ners of the Lucky dip prizes. 
Chairperson of the soccer club, 
Joe Ronan said, “The lotto is the 
clubs main source of income and 
we are absolutely delighted that 
so many people support it each 
week. All the money raised is for 
the local club and is used to de-
velop our grounds in Coachford 
and to maintain our pitch in Car-
rigadrohid. Each lotto ticket is 
only €2 and are available all 
around the village or from any 
club member..  

 
 
 

Coachford Childcare Centre  
Carer & Toddler 
“Gathering”  every Wednesday at 
Coachford Childcare Centre 
which incorporates a Gymboree 
music & movement class for chil-
dren aged from 6 months to 3 
years followed by a cuppa 
each Wednesday from 10am until 
11.30am. 

Guaranteed fun & social interac-
tion for both carer & kids 
Pay as you go OR  pay for 6 
week term & get one class free! 
Please contact Brenda Tarrant on 
087-2141688/021-7434707 OR 
Gymboree (Danielle) 086-
4073838 
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Maura Lucey and Diane Searls perform in Coachford Drama 
group’s production  of  ‘Nine’ 



  

High Achievers honoured in 
Coachford 
 
At a packed function in Hogans Bar, 
Coachford last Saturday night 22 indi-
viduals and groups were honoured 
for their achievements in Sport, com-
munity work, and industry. The 
achievers came from diverse areas 
and had excelled in different fields 
and were honoured by Aghabullogue, 
Coachford and Rylane Community 
Council for the huge contribution 
that they had made to the commu-
nity and the honour they had brought to the parish.  
Chairperson of the Community Council, Deirdre O’Donovan said “The people that 
have been chosen for tonight’s awards have brought distinction to themselves, their 
families and their community. All of them started with a belief, a vision and a goal 
for themselves.  

All of the nominees work hard in their 
chosen area. Some of them train for 
hours on end, some of them show lead-
ership and work at  bringing  people 
along with them, others work at plan-
ning for the future but all of them do 
what they do, not to achieve awards or 
recognition but to be the best that they 
can be. 
 
 

We are in no doubt that the ceremony 
tonight is seen by all those nominated as a 

bonus rather that a goal. Our nominee’s 
first battle is with themselves, they must 
first believe that they can achieve their 
goals; they must then get up every time 
they get knocked back and get stronger 
with each new hurdle that they come up 
against. The great mountaineer Sir Ed-
mund Hillary said “It is not the mountain 
we conquer but ourselves.” 
The nominees here tonight have con-
quered their own mountains and have 

reached new heights in their lives. It is our 
privilege to honour them here. Our achievers 
come from diverse areas and have excelled in 
different ways. We have people who have 
achieved their goals in sport, community in-
volvement and in industry and innovation.  
It is important for us as a community to take 
pride in your achievements, to be proud of 
you, to boast to those who will listen to us 
about the great and wonderful people that 
we have living among us”. 

 

Brighter Pharmacy for Coach-
ford 
Coachford Pharmacy has undergone a 
major refit which included the installa-
tion of a new consulting room. The 
pharmacy is now even brighter than it 
was before with new shelving, mirrors 
and a new counter. It’s well worth a 
visit. 

Stylz Beauty Rooms 

Stylz Beauty Rooms have a great offer 
for  Christmas.  Purchase a Gift Cer-
tificate worth €60 for  only  €50 or  
buy a €100  one for only €80. Fantastic 
deal and a great gift. .Let's get ready for 
Christmas !!!  

Resurfacing of Village is completed 

Cork County Council have completed 
the resurfacing of the main street in 
Coachford village. Threy have also   
marked out Car spaces and allocated a 
space near the GPs  as a designated 
disabled parking space. The resurfacing 
has made a huge difference to the ap-
pearance of the village. The Commu-
nity Council are still working with the 
council to ensure that the improve-
ments to the road from Coachford to 
Peake is a priority for 2014. 
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Ballincollig Scout Group 
 Christmas Bazaaar 
Sunday December 1st from 2pm 
at the Ballincollig Community 
Centre (near the old Church). 
Fabulous fun filled day with loads 
of bargains. Books, CDs, games, 
Wheel of Fortune, Auction, 
Cakes, Plants, Bric a Brac and 
loads more. Great Day out for all 
the family. 

Dermot O'Leary receiving  his Lifetime Achievement 
award  from Deirdre O’Donovan 

Nicola Doherty receiving her award 

Joe Ronan accepting the award on behalf of  
Coachford AFC 

Anthony Greene receiving  his award 



 

Achievements Awards 

There were five Lifetime Achievement Awards presented on the night.  
 Judy Greene Coachford was presented with a lifetime achievement award 
for the many years spent organizing and looking after the local Brownies and also 
for her work for other groups in the community. 
 Dermot O'Leary, Coachford who retired recently as Postmaster received a 
Lifetime Achievement award for his work in the community, his years as a trustee 
for Coachford Community College, his vision and for his charity work. 
 Olan Sexton, Rylane was honoured with a lifetime achievement award for 
his contribution to Rylane Bowling club for over 30 years 
 Matt Martin, Coachford was presented with a lifetime achievement award 
for his years of work in the Community Council, the establishment and 
running of the Community House, his involvement with Coachford 
AFC and for his years of service to the community. 
 Pat O' Leary of Coachford and Aghabullogue  was honoured with a lifetime achievement award for teaching the children 
of Aghabullogue National School for 35 years and for his lifetime of dedication to education in the community. 

 
Three local shops, (Cremins Aghabullogue, Kathleen’s Coachford and Crowley’s 
Rylane) were given achievements awards for their support of other local busi-
nesses, their support of local charities, organisations , schools and clubs and were 
honoured for their commitment  and contribution to their community.  
 
There were a lot of winners in the sports category. The two soccer clubs in the 
parish (Coachford and Rylane) picked up awards for the very successful seasons 
that they have enjoyed in the past 12 months. Coachford AFC were also hon-
oured for the huge developments undertaken at their grounds and the commit-
ment into schoolboys football teams. James Flanagan was honoured for his 

achievements in Taekwando, Gordon Mangan for his commitment to 
underage Gaelic Football, the Dennehy children, Angela, Patrick and 
Tim  for their achieve-

ments in national and international equestrian Eventing. The juvenile trainers 
of Aghabullogue Camogie club were honoured for their dedication to the 
training of the young girls of the club and for their success. Catherine Murphy 
was honoured for her achievement in representing Ireland at the World Trans-
plant games, bringing home gold and silver medals and for promoting organ 
donation. 
 
In the community section, Anthony Greene was honoured for his work for 
the Historical Society, Drama group and Coachford National School's Board 
of Management. Michael O Riordan, Coachford received an achievement 
award for his work with various charities and for his helping of the less fortu-

nate of the parish and Nicola Doherty 
was honoured for her fundraising 
Munster cycle for the charity, 
Brainwave by cycling 300km in 
one day and raising over €4,000. 
 
Tom Healy Aghabullogue was honoured for his development of the Hunter Trials course 
at Clonmoyle, his tireless work for the Aghabullogue Hunt Club, his contribution to the 
equestrian world and contribution to the local community. 
 
Deirdre O Donovan thanked all those who had received awards and thanked them for their 
huge contribution to the community. She appealed to all those present to get involved in 
the community if they’re not so already. Deirdre went on to thank the sponsors, the com-
munity Council and the hosts for the evening, John and Siobhan Hogan 
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Matt Martin receiving  his Lifetime Achievement award   

Judy Greene  receiving  her Lifetime Achievement award   

Pat O’ Leary  receiving  his Lifetime Achievement award   

Olan Sexton receiving  his Lifetime Achievement award   
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Coachford Girls excel at World Championships  

Congratulations to Emma 
Flanagan  and Shannon Mur-
phy who bagged five gold 
medals, one silver and two 
bronze at  the world Junior 
Kickboxing Championships 
in Greece.Emma bagged an 
amazing four gold medals. Emma  won gold in points, continuous, full 
contact and team Sparring (a first for any Irish competitor). Shan-
non  won two Bronze medals a silver and a gold in the Team Sparring.  
This is a huge achievement for Emma and Shannon. The world cham-
pionships are very competitive and see the best young kickboxers in 
the world compete against each other. For Coachford to have two ath-

letes competing at this level is something the whole community is very proud of. 

Achievements Awards 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Winning 
Weekend for 
Coachford 
AFC 
 
As well as being 
honoured at the Community 
Council Achievements Awards, 
on the field, five of the six 
teams from Coachford AFC 
secured victories last weekend. 
Most of the games were played 
in atrocious weather conditions 
but that did not seem to 
dampen the skill and enthusi-
asm of the players. The Premier 
team enjoyed a wonderful and 
important victory over Park 
United by 2 goals to nil. The 
under 13s  14s and Under 16s 
won their cup games and the B 
team won their league game. 
Unfortunately the under 12s 
lost 1-0 after extra time in their 
cup clash. This weekend the 
Premier team play Pearse Celtic 
away on Saturday at 2.00pm in 
the league. The B team take on 
Ballinhassig in Carrigadrohid at 
the same time. In Schoolboys 
soccer the Under 12s take on 
Ballincollig on Saturday at the 
Glebe  at 10.30am and at 11.45 
the Under 13s play Buttevant at 
the same venue. On Sunday the 
Under 14s travel to Douglas to 
take on Tramore in the league 
at 1.15pm. The Under 16s also 
play this weekend and their op-
position is Corinthian Boys on 
Sunday at 10.30am in Carri-
gadrohid. 
 
Camogie U15s Victorious 
Well done to the U15 Camogie 
Girls on winning the Muskerry 
U15 A Camogie blitz recently. The 
girls beat Ballincollig and Blarney 
in the opening matches and then 
beat Ballincollig again in the final. 
Well done to all involved. 

Date Set for Football Clash  

Sunday November 24th has been 
set for the long awaited semi-final 
clash in the Intermediate Football 
Championship. Aghabullogue will 
take on Glanworth in Mallow at a 
time to be confirmed 
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Padraig Murphy, representing  
Catherine Murphy, 

Michael O Riordan 

Jerry Hubbard 

James Flanagan Gordon Mangan 

Kathleen Crowley, Joan Crowley and Maureen Cremin 

Laura Dineen (Camogie) 

Colm Desmond (Rylane Celtic) 

Angela, Patrick and Tim Dennehy  
Tom Healy 
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O’Connell 


