
 

 
Going! Going! Gone! 
 
Monster Auction in aid of Coachford AFC Ground Development Fund 

 
Hogan’s, The Village Inn is the venue this coming 
Sunday, March 10th, for the Monster Auction organ-
ised by Coachford AFC. The auction which kicks off 
at 1.30pm  is a great opportunity to pick up a few bar-
gains on a Sunday 
afternoon. There 

are over a 100 items for auctioning and people can 
view the varied selection of good quality goods this 
Saturday from 2.30pm. People may still donate new 
and secondhand items. For further information contact 087 6405451 or 085 8605953. 
 
 

Grow Your Own Food 
As the evenings are getting longer and the weather is a little milder all thoughts are turn-
ing towards gardening. To help us all to prepare for the 
coming growing season, the Coachford branch of ‘Grow 
It Yourself’ together with the Coachford Flower and 
Garden club is hosting an evening with renowned gar-
dener, Caroline Robinson.  This information evening on 
‘How to grow your own food’ takes place next Wednes-
day March 13th at 8.30pm in Hogan’s Function Room. 
This very interesting talk will give advice on, what to grow, how to prepare your vegeta-
ble bed, how to deal with pests and how you can grow wonderful vegetables without the 
use of chemicals. The evening is open to everyone so please come along.  

Coachford Olympian retires 
Former world championship silver medal winner, four time Olympian and Coachford 
resident, Olive Loughnane has retired from athletics and competitive walk racing. Olive 
competed at four Olympic Games and won her silver medal at the World Athletics 
Championships in Berlin in 2009. Olive, who lives in Coachford with her husband Mar-
tin and daughter Eimear, trained regularly on the roads around the village and anyone 
who witnessed her training was left in no doubt of how tough this endurance sport is. 

Doug Lucey, PRO of the Community Council 
said, “ Olive’s achievements in sport brought 
great recognition to her club, her county and 
country. We are proud of our athlete and we 
are privileged that she and Martin chose 
Coachford as a place to live. Olive has always 
given time to local causes, was always available 
to speak to children about sport and to mark 
their achievements; we don’t envisage this 

changing in her retirement. it was great that the village had a connection with the Olym-
pics. Olive is such a wonderful ambassador for Coachford. The night that she brought 
home the world silver medal to the village was a great celebration and her homecoming 
from the Olympics last year was another great occasion.  Everyone wishes her the very 
best in her retirement from athletics but I imagine she won’t stay still for long”. 

National Tree Week 
 

Plant a Plant a Plant a 
tree at tree at tree at 
Farran Farran Farran 
Forest Forest Forest 
ParkParkPark   

Sunday 10th March from 12.00pm 
to 2.00pm 

Visitors will be given the opportu-
nity to plant young broadleaf trees 
in a section of Farran Woods and to 
learn a little about the species that 
they are planting. The planting is  
also symbolic to mark the comple-
tion of the recent thinning opera-
tions and the planting that is now 
happening in the wider Park. 

 Spades and trees will be provided.  
The event will be supervised by 
Coillte staff and members from the 
Volunteer Ranger Service. 
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Grace Donovan as the Duchess and John 
O’Riordan as Bill from ‘Me and My Girl’ 

Major Land Sale In Coachford 

Some of the land along the old 
School road has been sold within 
the last week. We wish the purchas-
ers of the farm land, house and sites 
the very best of luck with their new 
acquisitions.  

The 1.5 hectares earmarked by the 
county Council for houses at the 
railway site has been leased to 
Coachford AFC for the next 4 years.  
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Pipe replacement 
Funding has been approved for replacement of the asbestos water pipes from the 
Cemetery in as far as Knockanowen. This development is great news to the people 

living along the 1.2km stretch of roadway 
who have suffered major disruption to their 
water supply over the last number of years. 
The Community Council welcoming the 
announcement said “We were hoping for 
this for some time. It was a subject of great 
annoyance to the residents of the area that 
the pipes were not replaced in 2009 when 
the Council replaced the majority of the 

water mains in Coachford but unfortunately due to financial constraints were unable 
to replace the water main exiting Coachford village heading west towards the Ceme-
tery. We are grateful for the efforts of Deputy Michael Creed TD and the local coun-
cilors who made representations to Minister Phil Hogan and Cork County Council 
to progress this. We are looking forward to these works beginning and for a sustain-
able safe and clean water supply for families in this area”.  

The Coachford Intelligencer – (Part 1) ‘Railway Runaway’ 
 
The Coachford Section of the Cork and Muskerry Light Railway opened on 19th 
March 1888 and prospered for some time. The introduction of the Motor Vehicle in 
the 20th Century, however, added to its decline, and the Railway Line finally closed 
for business on 29th December 1934. 
 
Ten years after its opening, an inci-
dent occurred at Coachford Rail-
way Station on Tuesday morning, 
29th March, 1898. The Southern Star 
dated Saturday, 2nd April, 1898 re-
ports; 
 
‘An accident of an unusual character oc-
curred at Coachford Station, on the Cork 
and Muskerry Railway, on Tuesday morn-
ing. At six a.m., a special train left Cork 
Terminus for Coachford, where a fair was being held. The train was a heavy one, and was made up of 
a few carriages and empty wagons, which were put on to carry stock from the fair. All went well until 
approaching the Coachford Station, when the passengers became alarmed on finding that the train 
was not slowing up, and a shock was created when the train passed the platform and collided with the 
buffer stoppers about thirty yards beyond the platform. The impact was distinctly felt by the passen-
gers, and the breaksman, John Sullivan, who was in the rear van, was dashed against the window. It 
was found that he had  received some severe cuts to his face, and he was immediately attended to by 
Dr Crowley, who, having dressed his wounds, the injured man was brought back to Cork by the next 
train. Fortunately the train, which was a heavy one, was proceeding slowly at the time, and were it 
otherwise the consequences would undoubtedly have been serious, as there is a sharp descent into the 
Coachford Terminus. The train sustained no serious damage, and the passengers escaped with a 
shock. The accident caused a delay in the train service during the day.’ 
 

The Railway is now long gone, but Coachford Railway Station survives and parts of 
it are converted into a dwelling house. Peake Railway Station is also still visible, ex-
ternally still very much as it was. Parts of the Track Bed survive, although mostly 
now overgrown. Not every Village can boast that it was once the Terminus for a 
successful Railway, adding to the proud history of Coachford.  

 

The Community Council would like 
to thank all those who contributed 
so generously to our recent Church 
Gate Collection and to those who 
attended and supported our table 
quiz. The generosity of the commu-
nity is very much appreciated and 
we would like to thank those who 
support us in any way during the 
year. The Church gate collection 
raised €1,117 and the table quiz on 
January 12th raised €1,467. 

The Bog of the Foxy  
Woman? 

Local Historian, Joan Henchion has 
found that in the 1600’s when there 
were no houses where the village 
now stands, the area was known as 
the bog or the marsh of the foxy 
woman . 

Following the Cromwwellian inva-
sion, a Nationwide Civil Survey was 
carried out in Ireland  between 1646 
and 1656. In this document an area 
west of Direen, south of Carrigna-
muck and near the two Clonteads 
was named as The Bog of Cur-
raghanvroe, The bog of the Foxy 
woman or the bog of the red haired 
woman.  Coachford came later as 
did the village but more on that in 
future issues….. 
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Happy  Mother’s Day 

Mothers Day is on Sunday March 
10th and is an opportunity for you 
to say thank you to your Mum, 
Grandmother, Mother in Law, 
Mother of your children, Someone 
who is like a mother to you and 
anyone else who feel deserves a bit 
of love and attention on Sunday. . If you would like to show your appreciation by 
buying something nice or unusual for her then look no further than Coachford Vil-
lage. You can get beautiful gifts in the shops; Centra has a very special offer of  a box 
of Cadbury Milk Tray chocolates at half price and a Mother’s Day Rose Bouquet for 
only €4.99, Kathleen’s has a wonderful range of home made cakes, GALA’s wine se-
lection is superb and their March promotion continues where shoppers who spend 
€10 on groceries are entered into a draw to win a Magic Bullet Blender or €15 cash.. 
The Pharmacy has a range of beautiful gift sets. The Post Office has a huge selection 
of Mother’s Day cards. Every mother would love a gift voucher from Stylz, hair-
dresser and Beauty rooms or why not help them out with their transport costs by 
purchasing a petrol voucher from Cooney’s Filling Station. We should all buy some 
of our gifts from the many wonderful shops in the area. 

‘Me and My Girl’, a huge success. 
 

Karolyne Dineen’s and the Coachford Players 
production of the wonderful musical,  ‘Me and 
My Girl’ was a huge success. The musical saw 
large crowds attending each of the four nights 
and they en-
joyed a very 

professional production from the area’s oldest 
amateur drama group. With a stunning and ver-
satile set, sensitive lighting and design, brilliant 

choreography, and  gor-
geous music directed 
brilliantly by Aoife Donovan, each evening was a treat. As the 
Star Blessed lovers... 
Bill and Sally, John 
O'Riordan and Amy 
Barry-Murphy stole 
everybody's hearts, and 
the supporting cast had 
so many gems that it is 
best to say that the act-

ing was of the highest standard, from leads to 
the pretty maids all in a row, and the stage staff, indistinguishable from the maids and 
waiters, kept the action moving at a great rate. The standing ovation that the show 
received on the final night was well deserved. 

 

Food Market 

The Coachford Local Market takes 
place next Saturday, March 16th from 
10.30am to 1.00pm.  You’ll find fresh 
local produce, Arts and Crafts, gor-
geous cakes, unusual chesses, excellent 
coffee and a place to meet friends and 
neighbours. The Market  continues to 
grow in popularity. February’s Market  
was a great success with many people 
coming to sample a market where 
locals sell what they have grown, 
baked or made to locals. Martha 
McCaffery said, “ We are delighted 
that more and more people are discov-
ering our little market. It’s a real com-
munity effort. I think people are be-
coming very aware of supporting local 
initiatives, local food and local people. 
The market also offers great coffee, a 
place where people can sit down and 
chat, a children’s activity table and a 
great second hand book stall”. 

Set Dancers, Singer and Poetry 
make it to the Scor County Final. 
Aghabullogue GAA were represented 
in the Set dancing, Solo Singing and 
Recitation categories in the County 
Final of Scor Sinsear in Ovens last 
weekend. The Aghabullogue set danc-
ers, Mairead O’Connell, Evelyn Tar-
rant, Lorraine Sheehan, Mairead Mur-
phy , Denis O’Connell, Liam Herlihy, 
John Glavin and Kieran McCarthy 
danced superbly but came up short 
when the adjudicators handed out the 
prizes.  Solo singer, Michelle Healy, 
gave a beautiful rendition of ‘She 
moved through the fair’ to a very ap-
preciative audience and was unlucky 
not to go forward to the Munster Semi 
Final. Peter Dineen recited his own 
poem, ‘The Park’  in a high quality 
field in the recitation section but failed 
to secure the win. 

Table Quiz 

A table quiz will take place in Cremin's 
Bar, Aghabullogue on Saturday 9th 
March 2013 at 8.30pm sharp. Tables 
of four will cost €20. The quiz is being 
held to raise much needed funds for 
Aghabullogue National School and 
your support would be gratefully ap-
preciated  
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Under 21 Footballers reach Mid Cork Final 

The Aghabullogue Under 21 footballers  have qualified for the Mid Cork A final for 
the first time in 28 years. The team, captained by Mark Long defeated Kilmurry in the 
semi final  last weekend and as their reward must now face the overwhelming favour-
ites Ballincollig in the final on St. Patrick’s Day. The final is fixed for 4.30pm in Ovens 
and the team would appreciate your support. The Intermediate hurlers play their first 
game of the 2013 league the following day  when they play Valley Rovers in Brinny on 
Bank Holiday Monday at 2.30pm.The Intermediate footballers travel to Killeagh on 
Friday March 22nd to play Cloyne under lights at 8.00pm.  

Heartbreak for Under 12 soccer team 
 
There was heartbreak for the under 12 Coachford/Killanardrish team recently when 
they lost to Aishling Annacotty on penalties in the last 16 round of the National Cup. 
The local lads, playing at home on a perfect surface went ahead early after man of the 
Match, Luke Casey scored the first of his three goals. The limerick side pulled one back 
just before half time. In the second half the visitors went ahead and it looked as if the 
game was slipping away from the home side when, with only a few minutes left Casey 
scored a beauty of a goal from a free kick which wouldn’t have been out of place in the 
nuo Camp. This sent the game into extra time where both teams scored again and the 
dreaded prospects of penalties was realised. The Coachford heroes just came up short 
and although disappointed can certainly hold their heads high for the quality of football 
they played and the way they handled themselves on and off the pitch. 

Last week five of the six soccer teams were involved in competitive games. Wins were 
recorded  for the Premier, the Under 13s and under 11s. The under 15s were defeated 
on penalties to Ringmahon Rangers after a thrilling game in the Cup. The B team were 
easily beaten by Bweeing in the league. The Premier team will face Knockavilla Celtic 
this Saturday in the Glebe at 2.30pm in the league. The boy’s confidence will be high 
after defeating Springfield 6-0 at the weekend.  The Under 12s entertain Blarney also 
on Saturday in the U12 Cup. This came has a 2.00pm kick off in Carrigadrohid. 

 

€5,000 up for grabs this Monday 
 
 

 

 

The Coachford AFC Lotto jackpot 
has reached €5,000 just in time for 
St. Patrick’s Weekend. Tickets can be 
purchased in all the shops and pubs 
in the village and from many of the 
members.  The numbers drawn this 
week were 5, 7 and 23. The lucky dip 
winners were Mary O Sullivan
(€40),  Katie Long, Geraldine Henry, 
John Jnr (yt),and Willie Barrett (yt) 
(€20) each. O’Callaghan’s Bar is the 
venue for next week’s draw. Get 
your ticket early and you could be 
the lucky person to receive the call 
on Monday night telling you that you 
are €5,000 richer 

Dripsey Vintage. 

The Dripsey Vintage club will stage 
their sixth Vintage run on St. Pat-
rick’s Day. This year’s run is in aid of 
Marymount Hospice with a contribu-
tion going to the Dripsey Commu-
nity Association. Participants are 
asked to register (€ 20) at Griffin’s 
Garden Centre from 10am and the 
roll out will be at 12 noon following 
complimentary refreshments sup-
plied by Griffins who will also pro-
vide further refreshments at the end 
of the run. 
The Vintage cars will cover a thirty 
five mile route and a shorter route of 
twelve miles has been designed for 
the Tractors 
It promises to be a great day out for 
all the family with many activities 
planned for young and old. 
Further information is available from 
John at 086-8435675, Leo at 087-
7621473 or email dripseyvintage-
club@gmail.com. 

Dates For your Diary 

March 20th—Parish Confirmation 
ceremony—Rylane church 

April 14th  - Broomhill Vintage 
Run 

August 17th & 18th—Coachford 
Autumn Festival 
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