
 

 

Coachford Festival to Hit the Ground Running 

The 4th Coachford Festival will hit the ground running with a 5 Mile Road Race on Friday Au-
gust 16th. The Sorrell Physical Therapy & Fitness sponsored race will begin and end at the 

GAA grounds in Coachford. It  will take the runners on a fairly level course in and around 
Coachford village. The race, which is AAI approved begins at 7.30pm with registration from 
6.00pm. Walkers are also welcome to participate and they start at 7.00pm. Entry is €10 with the 
proceeds going to local charities and Suicide Aware.  Coachford 5 Mile Road Race 

 
Throughout the weekend the Festival will have something for everyone from the open air Ceilí, 
on Saturday evening, Funfair, Childrens Sports, Gaa Blitz, Over 40’s football Match, Baking 
competitions, and live music. New to the festival this year is the Bonny Baby, Yummy Mummy 

and Glamorous Granny competitions. A photography competition and Farmers market are 

another part of the 2013 community Festival.. 
 
On Saturday afternoon the fourth annual High Nelly run 

will see well in excess of 50 vintage bicycles take to the 

highways and byways of the villages in the area and mak-
ing sure NOT to pass any of the watering holes on 
route. Many of those participating last year dressed up in 

clothes from the period that their bikes were first manu-
factured in. A pet dog and harrier show will take place in 
the evening and every kind of mongrel mutt and pure 
bred princess will be put through their paces to see who takes home the coveted trophy of Best 

in Show. The Bachelor of the Festival will be held later on Saturday night and 12 eligible 
bachelors will parade on stage hoping that their performance may put an end to their con-
tented life as a single man and that they too will be judged ‘Best in Show’!. 
 

One of the highlights of last year’s festival was the 
‘Agrilympics’ and this year the organisers are delighted that 
O’Donovan Engineering, Coachford have come on board 
to sponsor this unique competition where on Sunday 

teams of four will compete against each other to claim the 
Perpetual Trophy and the honour of winning this prestig-
ious competition!!.  
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Lotto Winner 

 

Congratulations to Isa-
belle Leahy,  grand-
daughter of Dan and 
Geraldine Daly, Cork 
Rd. who scooped the 
Jackpot of €7,600 in the 
Coachford AFC Lotto in 
June.. There was no win-
ner of the Lotto this 
week. The numbers 
drawn were  19,22 and 
36  The Lucky Dip win-
ners were John Long 
(€40), Kate O’ Mahony, 
Paddy Martin, Tracey 
Martin and Michael O 
Connell, (€20 each) Next 
week’s jackpot is  €1,600 
and the draw will take 
place in Hogans Bar. . 
Get your tickets early 
 

Best Dressed Dog 

Will you have the best 
dressed dog at this year’s 
Autumn Festival? 

 

There is also a prize  for 
the dog with the waggiest 
tail 
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Each team will take part in three challenges; pushing a small tractor over an obstacle 
course, changing the wheels on a car and milking a cow (not a real one!). Teams 
must contain at least one member of the opposite sex. 

 
On Sunday the Veteran, Vintage and Classic Car and tractor show takes over the 
large venue at the GAA Grounds .A huge entry is expected and Chairman of the 
Broomhill Vintage Club, Tadgh Murphy said “we are thrilled to be running this 

show for the fourth year. We have raised over €14,000 for charity so far and the 
event continues to grow in size and quality. The highlight of our vintage show this 
year is the ‘Major Gathering’. We are looking forward to welcoming the many Ford-
son Majors to our show. .  We are again extremely fortunate to have the cooperation 

and support of Aghabullogue GAA who always do their utmost to help the festival 
succeed” . Sunday will also feature Tim O Riordan of Natural Gas live in concert, 
Sheaf tossing, Balloon Modelling, Tractor building, Model toys, Mini Club of Ireland 
display and much more.  

 

This year’s event promises to be the best 
one yet. Don’t miss it. 
 

The organisers of the festival are also run-

ning a raffle with €500 cash sponsored by 
O’Riordan’s Bar Coachford being the first 
prize and other prizes of €250 cash, a week-

end away sponsored by the  Heights Hotel 

Killarney and a Ross Oil sponsored fuel 
voucher. 
 

Prepare for the Festival 
 Start training for the 5 Mile Road Race/walk 
 Start taking and choosing your photographs for the Photography competition 
 Practise your dance steps for the Ceili 
 Prepare your four legged friend for the Pet Dog Show 

 Get your team of four together for the ‘Agrilympics’ 
 Get the hair and nails done for the Yummy Mummy and Glamorous Granny      

 competitions  
 Dress up your ‘Bundle of Joy’ for the Bonny Baby competition 

 Pump up the wheels on the High Nelly 
 Wheel out the vintage model for the show 
 Get your votes ready for your favourite Bachelor 
 Purchase some raffle tickets 

 Bake the Brown Bread, Tray Bake and decorate a cake for the baking competi-
tion 

 Enjoy the festival  

 
Congratulations 
and Best Wishes 
to Pat O’Leary 
who has retired 
from teaching 
after 43 years 
with over 35 of 
these years 
served as Princi-
pal of Aghabul-
logue National School. Pat not only 
thought the required subjects but 
gave all the pupils that passed 
through the school an education in 
life and sport and made sure that  
all the children were well prepared 
for the big bold world that awaited 
them as they passed from child-
hood to young adults.. Pat is held in 
high esteem by pupils, parents and 
fellow teachers. He was an active 
member of the INTO and was also 
responsible for ensuring that Agh-
abullogue National School was held 
in high regard whenever it’s name 
was mentioned. 
 
More than a life sentence! 
 
The Community would like to 
thank Matt Martin who served as 
secretary of the 
Community 
House Coachford 
for 31 years. Matt 
helped to develop 
the house and 
turn it into a vital 
resource for the 
village. He  was 
then elected secretary of the man-
agement committee and organised 
the day to day running and mainte-
nance of the building for the last 31 
years. At the AGM of the house 
held recently Matt decided that it 
was time to hand over the reins and  
Henry Delaney has agreed to take 
up the mantle but was at pains to 
point out that it would not be for 
31 years! The Community House is 
home to the Community Playgroup 
and Aghinagh Comhaltas run 
classes there during the winter and 
spring months. There are rooms 
available  in the house for rent for a 
variety of uses. For further infor-
mation ring 085 1594263. 
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Aussie Wedding bells 
 

Congratulations to Coachford man Stephen 
Buckley and his Australian bride Alexis 
Oswald who were married in Coachford 
recently. Stephen met Alexis on Ladies Day 
at the Melbourne Cup three years ago and 
fell instantly in love with the beautiful girl 
from Adelaide. The couple enjoyed a beau-
tiful wedding in Coachford and a wonder-
ful reception at Dunmore House outside 
Clonakilty. Many of Alexis’s family came 
from Australia to celebrate with the happy 
couple and the couple’s Irish and Austra-
lian friends were also in attendance. 
Alexis’s twin sister Kate was Maid of Honour and Stephen’s friend Stephen O’Sullivan 

from Donoughmore and Melbourne was his Best Man.  

This weekend sees two more weddings with an Australian 
connection. Mary Buckley from Aghavrin will marry the 
man in her life, Martin Kilkenny from Galway on Friday in 
Aghabullogue and will celebrate their nuptials in Charleville 
Park Hotel. Mary and Martin are based in Darwin and are 
enjoying their new life down under.  

Kevin Donnelly from 
Leemount and now 
based in Melbourne is 
also getting married 

this weekend. Kevin’s 
wedding is a real international event as his soon to 
be wife, Jackie Dowling hails from New Jersey, 
USA and lives and works in Melbourne. Sneem, 
Co. Kerry is the venue for the Donnely/Dowling 
wedding and visitors from the three continents are expected to have a great weekend in 
the Kingdom. 

 

Bake to win a Prize 
The Coachford Autumn Festival will feature a baking competition at this years event. 
There are three classes.  
 
Class 1 – Granny’s Brown Bread – There is nothing our Broomhill trac-
tor builders like better than a proper brown bread, Can your family fa-
vourite impress our judges? 
 
Class 2 – Themed Cake Decoration – Showcase your baking and 
decorating skills in this creative class. Enter your autumn themed crea-
tion cake to scoop our top prize 
 
Class 3 – Under 16s Tray Bake – We all love a scrummy square with a cuppa but 

what’s your favourite? Under 16s can show off 
their baking and presentation skills in this class. 

 

Heritage group look back to 
look forward 
 
THE ACR Heritage committee en-
joyed reasonable weather as Doug Lu-
cey gave a very informative and enter-
taining talk on the Battle of Ard Ridre 
which took place in 1580. The talk 
painted the picture of the landscape 
and living conditions at the time and 
the political tensions that led to this 
skirmish in the Carrigathou/Aghavrin 
area which saw the death of 79 men 
and countless injured. The heritage 
group hopes to explore and give talks 
on many other areas around Coachford 
in the coming months. Community 
Council Chairman, Peter Dineen said, 
“ The fact that the group are bringing 
the heritage of our area to life is won-
derful and offers us an insight into the 
way our relatives and ancestors lived in 
years gone by. It is also a valuable re-
source to those visiting the area and 
the heritage committee has ambitious 
plans to record the genealogy of the 

area. Last week the Historic Grave-
yards project being carried out by 
members of the group took place in 
the old cemetery in Coachford. Gene-
alogy is a huge tourist industry for our 
country and recently visitors from Aus-
tralia stayed two nights in the area re-
searching their ancestors, the Pynes of 
Clonmoyle and were helped in their 
investigations by members of the 
group. Over the coming years we may 
see many other visitors coming to the 
area to see where their relatives came 
from .The work being carried out by 
the Heritage committee through the 
Historic Graves project is a huge in-
vestment for the future of genealogy 
tourism.” 
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On the Double 
Soccer team win unique double 
Well done to the Killanardrish/Coachford Under 12 Soccer squad in winning the Division 4 
league title and the Under 12 Cork Schoolboys Albert Coyne Cup. The boys worked hard all 
year winning every one of their 16 games throughout the season and scoring a massive tally of 
96 goals and conceding only 12. The team coached by Paddy Martin and managed by Liam Ca-
sey had to work hard during the year as many of the team also featured in the club’s Under 13 
league winning team and fatigue was a factor as the league entered its final few games but the 
lads dug deep and secured the clubs second Under 12 title in two years. The Coachford based 
team defeated Bandon Town by 9-0 in the final game of the season with Luke Casey, Adam 
Murphy, Jack Oldham, Jack Murphy, Mark Murphy and Elliot Lynch all scoring. In fact it was 
Elliot Lynch who was the Killanardrish/Coachford hero when the team won the Albert Con-
boyne Cup earlier in the month. Elliot who had earlier in the day bagged a gold and bronze 
medal in the Munster Special Olympics Championships scored the winning goal to defeat a gal-
lant and sporting Glounthaune 
side.  Manager Liam Casey said “ What 
a season we’ve had, the boys were su-
perb all year. You couldn’t ask for a 
more committed bunch of young fellas. 
They were always willing to listen and 
to try new things, they trained hard all 
year and they fully deserve this double. 
It was great to see some of the younger 
players  play their way onto the team. 
Add to this the success of the under 13s 
winning their league and the Under 15s 
gaining promotion the future certainly 
looks promising.” 
 
 
Coachford AFC – Team of the month. 
 
The Cork Athletic Union Football League (AUL) awarded the leagues team of the month for 
May to Coachford AFC in honour of their superb league victory and their excellent season 
overall. Addressing the 
large crowd of players 
and supporters in 
O’Callaghan’s Bar last 
Friday night The Chair-
man of the AUL, Ted 
O’Mahony said 
“Coachford AFC have 
a long and successful 
tradition of playing 
football in the AUL, 
This club has always 
tried to improve the 
game and the facilities 
in the area and we as a 
league are very aware of 
the huge efforts that 
everyone involved in the club have made since it’s formation in 1969. This ‘Team of the Month’ 
award is richly deserved not only for winning the Premier league for the first time in the club’s 
history but also for the success of the whole club in the 2012/2013 season. Looking at the huge 
number of trophies won by the schoolboys section of the club I am sure that we’ll be presenting 
many of these awards to your club in the coming years.” 

 

Aghabullogue GAA  
The Intermediate 
hurlers find them-
selves in a tough, 
last chance game to remain in  
the Cork County Intermediate 
hurling grade. The Coachford 
based hurlers find themselves in 
this position after losing to Bar-
ryroe, Meelin and St. Catheri-
nes. The boys must now wait to 
see who their opponents are in 
the relegation final. It could ei-
ther be Arigideen Rangers, 
Dromina or our near neighbours 
and dear friends Dripsey. This is 
the second relegation final in 
two years that the boys find 
themselves in but here’s hoping 
that they will emerge victorious 
on this occasion. 

Aghabullogue GAA are selling 
raffle tickets to raise some 
funds. The first prize is €500 
cash and there are 3 runners up 
prizes of tickets to see Bruce 
Springsteen at Pairc Ui Chaoimh 
on  July 18th. Tickets are only 
€2 each or 3 for €5 and are 
available from all club members 
and adult players. The draw 
date has been extended and 
now takes place on Monday July 
15th. 

Victory Social 

 
Coachford AFC’s end of season 
victory social takes place on July 
20th in the Blarney Castle Hotel, 
Tickets are only €20 and a great 
night of celebration is guaran-
teed. Tickets are available from 
club officers or in O’Callaghan’s 
Bar. 
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Elliot Lynch being congratulated by his team mates after scoring the 
winning goal in the Albert Coyne Cup 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Boys and Girls from the Coachford Community Playgroup who graduated recently. 

Inniscarra Lake Development 
 
The people behind the development of a permanent fishing and a walking area along the 
bank of the River Lee in Coachford held a public meeting last Monday night. Over 20 
people attended the briefing and members of the group outlined where the development 
of the project for the World Feeder fishing Championships in 2014 was at. Those in at-
tendance were told that the group has resubmitted planning for the development which 
included  measures that the group has taken to allay  concerns, observations and objec-
tions to their first planning application. A further ecological report was carried out. Re-
ports from a security consultant and An Garda Siochanna were also submitted. Traffic 
management plans for major competitions have also been addressed. Chairman Matt 
Sheehan said “ I am confident that our planning application to Cork County Council 
with the additional information supplied will be successful on this occasion and once 
that is granted we can move to the tendering phase of the development. The area has 
been visited by officials from the national Coarse Fishing federations from Italy, Eng-
land and Holland this week. These people have come to the area to look at the venue 
and accommodation on 
behalf of their national 
teams for the World 
Championships. We 
would expect at least 35 
teams to come for the 
championships; each of 
these countries could 
have up to 15 people 
traveling as part of the 
team. We are planning 
for an influx of over 
500 people to the area 
for this event alone 
and the publicity from the World Championships will see the River lee and Coachford 
being a permanent fixture on the European and world coarse angling map.” 

 

Cúl Camps enjoy hot 
weather 
Over 70 children are enjoying 
the good weather at the GAA 
Cúl Camps this week in 
Coachford. Over 70 boys and girls are 
enjoying the fun, the sun and the games on 
offer at one of the most popular camps in 
the county. The local coaches and visiting 
experts provided excellent tuition in the 
finer points in both hurling and football 
throughout the glorious week. Sun cream 
and water were in abundance and everyone 
that attended had a great time at the well 
run camp. 

Farmers Market 

 

 

 

 

 

The Coachford Farmers market for July is 
on Saturday , July 20th from 10.30am to 
1.00pm.You’ll find fresh local produce, 
Arts and Crafts, gorgeous cakes, unusual 
chesses, excellent coffee and a place to 
meet friends and neighbours.  

Coachford AFC AGM 
Long serving Chairman , Thady De-
laney  has stepped down from his position 
after overseeing what was one of the clubs 
most successful seasons in the clubs 43 
year history. Glowing tributes were paid to 
the Chairman at the club’s Annual General 
Meeting held recently. The Secretary of the 
club, Frank Bergin said “ There is no 
doubt that without the guidance, vision, 
wisdom  and leadership  shown by Thady 
the club would not be in the position that 
it is in today..”  The incoming Chairman, 
Joe Ronan in his acceptance speech said 
“To run a soccer club  and to develop 
pitches and dressing rooms in the current 
climate is a difficult job but Thady has 
always worked tirelessly to promote the 
game and the club throughout the commu-
nity and beyond..”   Frank Bergin in his 
report, praised all involved in the club for 
the hard work carried out and the success 
it brought to Coachford AFC in the 
2012/13 season.  
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L-R Glen Laurance England Feeder Team Assistant Manager, Tommy Pickering Eng-
land Feeder Team Manager, Mark Theedom Ireland Team Manager, Mario Molimari 
Italy Feeder Team Manager, Fulvio Forni Italian Feeder Vice Team Manager. 
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